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QUESTION--SANDALWOOD, GOVERN-
MENT’8 INTENTION,

Mr. PANTON asked the Premier: 1, Is
he aware that sandalwood pullers are suffer-
ing great hardship owing to Regulation No.
180, issued on the 28th November of last
yearf 2, Will he consider the advisability
of cancelling the regulation? 3, If not,
will he make a statement to the House at
an early date as to the intention of the Gov-
ernment in regard to the sandalwood monop-
oly?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The sandal-
wood trade has been subjeet to periods of
slackness during past years when sandal-
wood cutters have suffered hardship. At
ibe present time 500 tons per month is be-
ing purchased from Crown lands at satis-
factory priees, in addition to considerable
quantities obtained from private property.
2 and 3, The matier has been dealt with by
the Government, who consider it necessary
that some definite scheme should be formu-
lated and considered in detail before any
alteration to existing regulations can be
given effect to.

QUESTION—COMPANIES OPERATING
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

Mr. MARSHALL (for Hon. W. D. John-
son} asked the Premier: Is it his intention
to lay upon the Table a list of the com-
mercial and mining companies or firms
operating in Western Australia whose head
office or principal registered office or main
business premises are situated in the East-
ern States, giving the names of such
States?

The PREMIER replied: It is regretted
- that it is almost impossible to give full in-
formation on this matter. Such information
a3 is available would entail very beavy work
and expense. Moreover, the results could
not be regarded as satisfactory, as compara-
tively few foreign companies, when relin-
quiching buesiness, eomply with the Act and
give notice of intention to cease carrying
on; therefore, no knowledge is passessed of

the demise of the companies, and there is no
machinery under the Act for striking such
companies off the register.

QUESTION -MINERS’ PHTHISIS,

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What advancement is being made
with the erection of the laboratory at Kal-
goorlic for treatmcnt of miners’ phthisis?
2, Can he, at present, give the approzimate
date when the Miners’ Phthisis Bill,
passed in 1922, will be proclaimed?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, The original contract for the removal and
re-election of the laboratory is practically
completed. The additions are not due for
completion until the lst September. The
contract for the fittings is awaiting ap-
proval from Melbourne for acceptance. 2,
So soon as the laboratory is completed im-
mediate consideration wiil be given to the
question of  proclaimimmg  the Miners'
Phthisis Act.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
NEWDEGATE TO ALBANTY,

Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier: Ia
it his intention te lay upon the Table of
the House the report of the Railway Ad-
visory Board on the route of the proposed
railway from Newdegate to Albany, as pro-
mised by the ex-Premier?

The PREMIER replied: This area has
not been inspected by the Railway Ad-
visory Board, Only a rough claesification
by a surveyor was made last year.

QUESTION—GROUP SBETTLEMENTS,
DENMARK.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH ashked the Min-
isgter for Lands: 1, What was the total
oumber of horse-drawn vehicles purchased
and railed to the group settlements at Den-
mark? 2, Were any such vehiclos purchased
in the Albany electoratet 38, If so, how
many? 4, What was the average cost of
such vehicles, plus railaget

Tke MINISTER FOR LANDS replied :
1, Twenty-seven. 2, Yea. 3, Oune. 4, Bpring
carts ex Perth, including railage, £30 d4s.
2d.; drays ex Perth, including railage, £44
0s. 10d.; spring cart ex Albany, including
railage, £26 18s. 6d.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, PETROL
COACHES,

Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Have the Government ordered
more petrol coaches for our railwayst 2, If
80, i8 it the intention of the Department to
run ome or more of them on the Brown
Hill-Boulder loop linet
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No, 2, Angwered by No. 1. An
improved service bas recently been insti-
tuted on this loop.

PAPERS—WOOROLOO SANATOURIUM.

Un motion by Mr. Marshall ordered :
That the file dealing with the milk eupply
at the Wooroloo Sanatorium be laid upon
the Table of the House.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day,

Mr. MANN (Perth) {[4.39]: I caunnot
congratulate the Premier and his colleagues
wponr their elevation to the Treasury
bench because I very much regret that
the ehange took place.

Mr. Marshall: Have you no sympathy for
the State?

Mr, MANN:
member.

Mr. Marghall: That is some consclation,

Mr., SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MANN: Whilst I regret the change
of Government I intend loyally to abide by
the decision of the people, and so far as
I think it fair and reasomable will support
the Government in . the carrying out of
their duties. 1 congretolate the Premier
apor the clear and lueid manner in which
he placed before this Chamber the debit
side of the ledger. I expected him to have
given us something on the credit side.

The Minister for Minea: There is nothing
on that side.

Mr. MANN: He might liave told us in
what manner loan moneys have been ex-
pended and invested; but that was left to
our own conjecture, There was the infer-
ence that the State wounld he put to consid-
erable disahility in meeting the interest bill.
It was left to the memher for York (Mr.
Latham), by way of interjection, to draw
from the Premier the statement that for the
loan moneys that have heen expended on
group setilements the Imperial and Federal
Governments were paying 4 per cent. inter-
est for the first five years.

The Minister for Lands: You do not
know what you are talking ahout, They are
doing nothing of the kind. They are merelv
paying on migrants and nothing else.

Mr. MANN: The interest on the loan
money that has been invested through the
Agricoitural Bank is being paid by the set-
tlers who have borrowed it.

The Premier: All of it? T gave the fig-
ures showing that this was not so.

Mr. MANN: I repeat, the interest on
that momey i3 being paid by the farmers
of the State.

The Premier: Unforiunately that is not
so.

I have some for the hon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MANN: Although there was an
umount owing, or there was at the end of
June, it is debited to the settlers against
their securities.

The Premier: ¥Yes, it is debited.

Mr. MAXN: The bank holds security for
the mouey.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: And very good eecuc-
ity.
).\lr. MANX: 1 should have thought the
Premier would have drawa our attention
to the benefits that bave acerued to the
country from the expenditure of that loam
money. To the extra money that was ad-
vanced by the Agricultural Bank we owe
vur increased wheat yield.

The Premier: I acknowledged that.

Mr. MANN: The Premier acknowledged
that we had had a large wheat yield, but
did not state that this was due to the
slevial loans maturing in 10 years, The
fact that we had a heavy harvest was due
to the expemliture of that money, which, in
turn, meant a considerable increase in rail-
way ireighta.

The Minister for Lands: How many acv-
were cleared through the  Agrienttural
Bank?

Mr. MAXNN: The Minister should be able
to give that information. The mouney was
advanced to the farmers, and the result was
an inerease in the wheat yield.

Mr, Latham: Whieh we would not have
had but for that money.

The Minister for Lands:
through the LA.B,

Mr, MANN: The farmers, therefore, had
an oppottunity of fallowing extra land for
the coming seasom, which they could wot
have done but for that expenditure. The
increased wheat yield alse mweant greater
harbour dues, more shipping, and increased
cmployment all round, If future loan
moneys are expended in the same way the
country will have nothing to regret. As to
the interest owing under the soldier sattle-
ment scheme, it i3 to be regretted that the
amount j8 so large. It has to be remem-
hered that that money was spent under
great disabilities.

The Minister for Lands: Why is it to be
regretted in respeet of the Soldier Settle-
ment Scheme apd not of the Agricultural
Bank? They are practieally the same.

Mr. MANN: Probahly there is not the
same security in respect of the soldiers as
with the farmers who have received ad-
vances from the Agricultural Bank.

AMe. Panton:; Why?

Mr. MANN: Because the farmer is pro-
bahly a better security than the disabled
soldier,

Mr. Latham: Tn addition to that, the
soldiers were settled on repurchased estates,
representing high costs.

Mr. MANN: The expenditure of that
loan money and the prosperity that was
brought about in consequence, inereased the
credit of the State to a considerable degree.
The building trade was never so prosperovs
as during the last 12 or 18 months, Money

You pgot it
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bas ween spent in improvements and exten-
slous to existing buildings, while many new
buildings bave been erected. The Assoc-
iated Banks have advanced money, with the
result that work has been obtainable. The
returns show that the banks advanced some
£3,000,000 over and above the amount de-
posited in Western Australin. The deposits
tatalled ahont £8,000,000 and up to Decom-
ber ot last year the banks had advanced
over £11,000,000 fer the development of the
Stute. This means that the banks were sat-
isfied wtih the security offered, and that
security was enhanced by the administration
of the late Government in the investment
of loun moneys. The prosperity of primary
industries favourably affected our sceondary
induestries and many of the latter have
reached the point at which they have been

abl- to export to the Eastern States, That
resuli  was reached because the over-
heai!  charges were covered by im-
ereased  trade. Such a  result could
nyt  heen gchieved had it uot  bheen
for our increased population and the
prosperity of the farming distriets. The

statigtics for the six months ended Decem-
ber lust in relation to the trade of Western
Australia with the other portions of the
Commonwealth are interesting. Tmports to
Western Australia amounted to £3,626,405.
The exports were valued at £778,129, an
improvement of £184,554 compared with the
corresponring period of the previous year.
These figures show a balance of trade
aguingt Western Australia of £2,848274—
a surprising sum, but capahle of being over-
taken.

The Minister for Lands: That shows that
money has been going to the Eastern States
instead of heing spent here,

My, MANN: It ig true that our money
has been going to the Eastern States for a
long time, but during the period I have
quoted, £184000 less was despatched to
the East than was sent there during the
eorresponding peried of the previous year.
The exports fromm Western Anstralia in

December were distributed as  follows :
New South Whales, £53,233: Victoria,

£52,623; South Australia, £36,601; Queens-
land, £876, und Tasmania, £303. Some
of the lines that eould have been pro-
duced here but were imported were as fol-
lows: Butter, £46,787; baeon and ham,
£17,720: boots and shoes, £15571: jams
and jellies, £14,228; echeese, £7,415; con-
fectionery, £6,871; wine, £6,598, and agri-
caltural machinery, £6,280. Our exports to
the Fastern States included timber, £42,012;
potatoes, £26,780; wearing apparel pro-
duced in our own factories here, £19,274;
confeetionery, £1,815; cigarettes, £1,540,
and chinaware, £840. This is the first time
that our factories have been in a position
to export goods to the Eastern States om
such n seale, Although some of the amounts
mentioned are small, still they show that
doring the period referred to, the secondary
industries of Western Australia overcame
the period doring which they had had te
strrzpgle for an existence.
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It does not
it does not affect the posi-

The Minister for Lands:
apply at all;
tion!

Mr, MAXN: The Minister for Lands will
bave an opportunity to tell the House why
it does not apply.

The Minister for Lands: We had the
only chinaware factory in Australia at that
time.

Mr. MANN: This is interesting because
it shows that our factory has been able to
compete with the Japanese in the Eastern
States.

Mr. Taylor: In the Eastern States?

Mr, MANN: Yes. Until recently the
Japanese controlled the whole of the china-
ware industry in the Eastern States. Now
our local lactory cam compste with the
Japanese who are operating there. These
results have been due to the judicious ex-
penditure of loan money. The member for
Guildford {(Hon. W. D, Johnson), when dis-
cussing the possibility of the success of the
group settlement scheme last night, com-
tended that it was impossible for success
to be achieved in view of the way the clear-
ing was being done on the groups. I have
in mind the evidence taken before the Royal
Commission on Forestry on that particular
point, and for the information of the House
T will quote some of it. That evidence will
show that virgin country from which the
green timber has been removed has been
suceessfully developed in the past and is
heing successfully developed now. Mr,
Thomas Duff, a settler at r’'emberton, gave
valuable information to the Commission.
He aaid that he took up land cutside Pem-
berton and that he had cut his own road
for a distance of four miles in order to bring
his holding mnearer to the Pemberton town-
ship. He had a family of four boys and
a girl. Te started growing vegetables and
had five acres under fruit trees. He grew
potatoes and gent them to Perth. He in-
formeil the Commission that two of his sons
went to the war leaving with him the two
vounger lads. The sons returned in Mareh,
1922, In tkat month Mr. Duff and his two
vounger sons took up another holding, and
in the following April they had eight acres
cleared. They were feeding ten cows from
which they were procuring 50 lbs, of butter,
and in addition they were supplying the
Pemherton people with vegetables. ATl
this was done on land that had been in its
virgin state shortly before.

The Minister for Lands:
acres? )

Mr. MANN: Yes. T saw the holding my-
self, T saw maize, elephant grass and
clover ag well as root vegetahles growing on
what had been virgin country in 1922, A
Mr. Thomson gave similar evidence. He
told the Commission that he and his brother
had cleated the land suceessfully, and had
grown splendid erops of vegetables and
votatoes. Another setiler, Mr. Johnston, of
Manjimup, gave similar evidence, and ke
told us that he had taken £1,000 worth of
potatees from his holding in the vear. Thia

All on eight
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Mr. Johnston referred to the Denmark settle-
ment as a Ffailure. On the other hand, a
settler at Deamark told the Commission
that he had spent his whole time on his
holding, apart from the period he was away
at the war. He had been there for some
12 years and he showed the Comnnission
Commission that he had taken 124
cases of fruit from his frees and bad
obtained 150 bags of potatoes and
180 cases of tomatoes from his property,
and had sent them to Perth during the
previous year. All had been grown on land
that had been in its virgin state just prior
to that period. He was asked if his area
compriged karri eountry and his answer was,
“‘Pure karri s0il.’”’ When asked what he
vsed for manure, he told the Commission
that he had used potato manure. Ie also
said that he had 23 acres cleared, and
added that he had made a suecessful living
on hiz holding during that period. 1 went
to the trouble of looking up this evidence,
because the member for Guildford put it
to the House that it was impossible for the
groups to suceeed in view of the way the
land was being eleared. This evidence shows
that it is possible for success to be achieved.
The member for Quildford attacked the ex-
Premier for his administration end for the
way in which the groups had been estab-
lished. KHon. members should throw their
minda back to the time when that work waa
undertaken, We had hundreds of wunem-
ployed in Perth and Fremantle and hund-
reds more on the poldfields. Meetings of
the unemployed were held every day, and T
remember the ex-Premier going to Fre-
mantle to severel meetings of lumpers who
were demanding assistance. Some of those
men were taken from the wharves, and they
weare placed on a group in the South-West.
If everything was not just as it should
have been at that time, we have to remem-
ber that the work was done burriedly owing
to the position that had arigen, That settle-
ment has been successful. Later, I vigited
some of the groups in the South-West, par-
ticalarly the lumpers’ group outaside Pem-
berton. 1 found that the men were doing
well. Questioned by myself and by the late
Mr. Peter O’Loghlen the lumpers deeclared
they had no desire to go back to the wharves
to sit on coal-boxes waiting for ships to
come in.

Mr. Panton:
day?

Mr. MANN: Yes; does the hon. member
snggest that they did not earn itt

Mr. Panton: You cannot put that over
me.

Mr. MANN: Thoss men were filled with
enthusiasm and anXious to get their homes
erected on their own holdings.

The Minister for Lands: That group has
cost £23770 and the work will not be fin-
ished for another two years.

My, MANN: That is not excessive.
There were 22 families there, which works
out at £1,000 a farm.

‘Were they getting 10s. a

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Fremier: How do you know that is
not excessive?

The Minister for Lands: There were 20
families, and there was no piant or stock
on the holdings.

Mr. MANN: Tf people can be settled
there on farms at £1,000 each, the Govern-
ment will have done very well.

The Minister for Lands: ¥You cannot do
it.

Mr. MANN: Why does the Minister say
it has cost £23,000%

The Minister for Lands:
were doing well.

Mr, MANN: Does the Minister suggeat
that the cost has been excessive?

The Minister for Lands: [ do.

Mr. MANN: T de not.

The Premier: How do you know that the
cast has not heen excessive?

Mr. MANN: T know there were 22
settlers in that particular group, and that
£23,000 is not excessive for a group that
hag been in existence for three years.

The Minister for Lands: It hag still two
years to go.

Mr, MANN: These peaople have worked
very hnrd, and at all events they have &
home, which is more than they bad when
they were living in the back streets of
Fremantle. '

The Minister for Lands:
their houses to go there,

Mr., MANN: I had an opportunity of
visiting Groups 6 and 7 on the Aupusta-
road. These groups are made up of miners
taken from tbe mines at Boulder. We
were told by the people there that they
had no future to which to look forward
because their lungs were so affected by
dust, and that they could not poszibly
have contioned working in the mines.
When I was at the groups I found these
men with their families in a happy frame
of mind, making a success of the work
they had undertaken on their areas. Thesa
people have been given a chance in life.
We must remember, too, that their child-
ren are being brought np under healthier
surroundings than was the case when they
were on the goldfields. Some of the adait
males told the late Mr. O’Loghlen, who
was with us, that they were getting over
their miner'’s complaint by reason of the
change and healthy natore of their ocen-
pation, and that they were pble to do a
great deal more work than they had done
for many years before. They alsc stated
that the foreman at the groups had been
very considerate and that at the outset ke
had not forced them iato doing heavy
labour. At the time we were there the
prospects were very bright and the people
were contented. Therefore, even if settle-
ments of this description be over-
capitaligsed, have we not an asset of valae
when we find group holders of this class
living in better conditions, and doing good
for themselves and the State that has

You sail they

Many aold
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helped them? Will not members therefore
give the previous Government that credif
to which they are entitled? We should
not measure these things entirely from
the pounds shillings and pence point of
view. Is it not much better for the State
to spend & little more money in improving
the conditions of this class of peopls, and
giving them and their children a chance
to get restored health and to make good?
It certainly is better to do this, because
the alternative is the Wooroloo Sanatornm.

Several interjections.

Mr, MANN: I am putting the position
as it exists and as it appeals to me, and
all tbe interruptions from the other side
of the House will not stop me.

The Minister for Lands: What you are
EAying is wrong.

Mr, MANN: I have had an opportunmity
of visiting other groups as well. I went
to Group 16 on the Nannup-road and I
found there a number of men that had
been drawn from oversea arrivals, lumpars,
miners, and soldiers, and to show the satis-
fied condition of their minds, these people,
out of their 108, a day allowance had
raised sufficient money to enable them to
pay a amall deposit on timber with which
to build a hall for themselves, The day
I was at that group I found the men work-
ing under tbe guidance of the foreman,
erecting this building, Then I went to
Group 37, containing seven settlers only,
drawn from the unemployed of the metro-
politan area, I spoke t¢ one man, who told
me that he had been a glass beveller and
knew nothing about cultivation before. he
went there. He had got a couple of cows
on easy terms, as well as three or four
pigs, and he had three or four acres of
barley growing profusely. His home was
well fized up. That is the kind of thing
that I saw almost everywhers, and I have
ecome to the conelusion, after having in-
spected various groups, that the failures
will be the exeeption, Where there are
failures—and these must of necessity
occur—the asset will remain.

Hon, W. D, Johnson interjected.

Mr. MANN: We cannot all be as perfact
as the hon. member; we are not all as
successful as he has been; the weak must
drop out and make room for the strong.

Tbe Minister for Lands: The number
that has dropped out is 718.

Mr. MANN: I expect, then, that 718
more will have taken the places of those
that have dropped out. At anv rate, that
i not an extraordinarily high average. I
notice that the Minister for Lands has
arranged for the appointment of a board
to advise settlers at the groups.

The Minister for Lands: It was thers
before I took charge,

Mr. MANN: I should have said that
the Minister has made additions to the
board. I wounld like to suggest, in addi-
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tion to the fruit and dairy expert, that an
expert in pig raising and bacon curing
gshould be included in the personnel of
that board. I cam quote figures to show
that there is room for the exploitation of
that industry.

The Minister for Lands: Mr, Hampshire
is on the board.

Mr. MANN: I admit that Mr. Hamp-
shire is an expert in dairying, but I do
not know whether he has expert know-
ledge in regard to pig raising, The posi-
tion with regard to the bacon induatry in
this State is mnot at all good. At the
present time the Western Ausiralian re-
quirements range from 1,500 to 2,000
bacon pigs per week, and the demand is
steadily increasing. The average that has
found its way into the market has been
less than 600 and we have had to draw
our sgupplies frem the Xastern States,
Some time ago the management of one of
our bacon factories sent an agent to the
Far East and he was able to get good
orderg from Mesopotamia, Egypt, Ceylon,
Calcutta and the Malay States. But when
those orders came along the local factory
was not able to fulfll them, and had to
transfer them to the Eastern States, Wa
can well exploit this industry, especially
when we know that a pig can be raigsed to
profitable production at about 44. a lb,
and that to-day baconmers are bringing
from 8d. to 9d. per Ib. If we overtake our
own requirements, we have the Far East-
ern markets to expleit. In addition, I
understand that Great Britain imports
upwards of 60 million ponnds worth of
bacon products.

Mr. Marshall: To be correct, 68 millions,

Mr. MANN: Surely we can exploit that
market and secure something of that
trade, Is it mot worth while seriously
tackling the industry? Is pig raising mot
something that can be profitably under-
taken by the groups, remembering that at
the gronps it is possible to grow the
greater part of the fodder required? If
this can be done, it will tend towards
making the settlers more contented by
reason of the profit to be earned. I make
the suggestion in the hope that the burden
of the Minister’s worriea will be lightened.
It is mo use stopping sustenance to the
people on the groups uantil. we are able
to give them stock—dairy cows and breed-
ing pigs—with which to make a start.
Then the question arigea as to whether we
can get the breeders in this country. I re-
gret that we have not in Western Aus-
tralia what is required, and that it will
be necessary to make judicious puerchases
in the Eaatern States.

The Minister for Lands: We can buy
al] we want hers,

Mr. MANN: Let me, as an illustration
of the position as it exists, quote what
happened at Koojan, Mr. Padbury’s pro-
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perty, recently. Nr. Padbury disposed of
a number of breeding sows and they
brought wp to £22 each. Apparently there
are people who can see the advantage of
going in for the bacon industry, There is
no doubt about it, the prospeets of its
suceess here are very good,

The Minister for Lands: I suppose you
are aware that Sir James Mitchell’s idea
was to provide side-lines?

Mr. MANN: I admit there is not a
market for certain classes of fruit,
although last year our fruit industry did
very well. Last year we exported 213,000
cases of apples and 14,000 cases of grapes.
These iwo items are surely worthy of
some consideration.

The Minister for Lands: There are tons
of fruit waiting now to be sold, and it
cannot be sold.

Mr. Panton: Have you any idea how
much waate fruit there is on the ground?

Mr. MAXN: That fruit could well be
utilised for the feeding of pigs. I have
given notice of motion for the appointment
of a seleet committee to inquire into the
marketing of our produvets in the hope that
it will be possible to bring the consumers
into direet touch with the growers,

Mr., Marshall: The middleman will be
after you next eleection.

Mr. MANN: The middleman is a bogey.
T expect I have had as good an opportunity
as most hon. members of learning some-
thing of the ramifications of the middle-
man. I know that in many instances the
middleman has financed the grower. All he
desires is the right to control the =ale oi
produce. Is it possible for the grower to
travel to the city every time he has a con-
signment of produce to sell¥ No; there
must be reputable persons and companies in
a position to ha.ndII)a the consignments.

The Minister for Railways: The grower
sometimes gets 3s. and the widdleman gets
4s,

Mr, MANN: Until there is a better sys-
tem of marketing we must guard against
flooding the market. The local demand is
limited. 1f the market is flooded with fruit,
prices naturally go down; if there is & scar-
city, prices rise. In addition to the local
market we must look to markets overseas.
I have a eopy of a journal published by the
commereial world of the Duteh Indies con-
taining an article entiled ‘ Australia fae-
ing the future,’’ written by H. D. Nawby,
BR.A, LLB. The writer was evidently well
in touch with the facts concerning Austra-
lian production and market requirements.
It is true we are not commanding the volume
of trade with the Dutch Indies that we
shovld have by reason of our elose prox-
tmity. On the Eastern side of Anstralia
freights have been cut considerably. A
number of shipping companies are eompet-
ing for the trade, and in that way we are
heaten,

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Marshall: Why are the freighta on
this coast so high when we have black
labour on the boats?

Mr. MANN: The hon, member is more

in touch with black labour than I am.
Mr. Hughes: Chinese are your apecialty.
Mr. MANN: The article says—

The area of Australin is 2,974,581
square miles—as large, that is, as the
whole of Europe save portions of Ruesia;
and its population is only 5,347,000, ot
whom only a little more than half are
producers and wealth ecreators by hand
and brain. And yet the figures of their
#olid achievement read almost like a fairy
tale. The ‘world’s production is set down
at £1,713,805,5336 of which .Australin ae-
vounts for only 1 per cent,, nnd yet she is
credited with the following percentages
of the world’s total production: —Wool
23 per vent., wheat 2.73 per cent., meat
2.94 per cent., gold 9.76 per cent., silver
8.78 per cent. The figures for primary
and secimidlary praduetion in Australia may
be taken as follows:—Pastoral £98,287,-
000; agricultural £58,080,000; dair¥ing,
ete. £33,738,000; Forestry £7,137,000;
Mining £26,156,000 . . . To-day, per-
haps ns one of the practical lessons of
the war, Australia has begun the task of
establishing the domestic manufacture of
woollen goods. . .. Next to the golden
ficeces which give to Australia so pro-
minent 2 position on the world’s mar-
kets, wheat is the outstanding primary
product of the Commonwealth. Her yields
are enormous and expanding, and the
quality commends itself to the overseas
buyers and consumers. Perenially,
drought affects the volume of produetion,
hut the quality remaina super-excellent.
The season 1%15-16 saw 12,483,000 acres
nnder eultivation yielding 178,065,703
bushels. That is the record yvield, and the
present season’s yield may be estimated
at apnroximately 140,000,000 bushels.
Maereover, the quality of Australian flour
iz well known and highly regarded. Aus-
tralian agricultural scientists have for
vears devoted apecial attention to devel-
oping wheats of special excellence; and
in the resmlt it is now found that our
wheat possesses inherent qualities that en-
ahle the flonr to remain dbetter and pure
in all countries and in all variations ot
climate overseae, especially in the hot
elimate of the Duteh Indies, British In-
dia, and countries bordering on the
Eqnator.

It is shown also that Australian exports
to the Dutch Indies inereased from £2,000,-
000 to £8,300,000 in the space of five years.
The member for Murchison (Mr, Marshall)
asked why freights from Western Australia
are so mueh higher then those from the
Eastern States.

The Minister for Railways: On flonr the
freight is 58, per ton lower from Western
Australia.
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Mr. MANN; That may account for West-
ert Australia getting some of the flounr
trade. If we cannot compete with the ship-
ping companies trading from the Eastern
side of Australia, there must be something
wrong. The market should be ours and we
should endeavour to get a better share ot
the trade. The whole question should be
investigated. Recently there has been a
discussion regarding the rise in the price o
bread, and not without cause, as people are
paying as much as they can afford. Here,
however, comea in the question of supply
and demand.

Mr. Panton: Good old supply and de-
mand!
Mr. MANN: Recently overseas buyers

bought practically the whole of the wheat
in stock for Egypt and Mediterranean
ports, and only fhose millers with atocks
on hand could continue to mill at the old
price. Those millers that have to buy
wheat at present cannot sell their fiour
at the previeus price. The question is
whether the margin of profit on the flour
from the miller to the baker ia too great
ot whether the price of bread from the
baker to the comsumer is too great.

Mr. Panton: Is it not whether we are
going to give cheap bread to the Egyptians
or keep it for ourselves?

Mr. MANN: TIf Egyptian buyers had
sufficient foresight to purchase the available
wheat against our traders, it is to their
eredit. It is to the diseredit of our people
that they were beaten in the deal.

Mr. Panton: It is to the discredit of
Parliament that that wheat was allowed
to go out of the State.

Mr. MANN: If the farmer has  his
wheat——

Mr, Panton: I did not say the farmer;

I said the Parliament.

Mr. Hughes: Should not the rvst of the
community protect themselves against that
sort of thing?

Mr. Lindsay: Yes, by buying the wheat.

My, MANN: Local traders had an op-
portunity to buy it and failed to take ad-
vantage of it. The meat supply of the
State is in a very precarious eondition. T
do not know where we are going to get
supplies when the boats cease running to
the North. At present the whole of the
meat supply for the Eastern goldfields is
being slaughtered at Walealla and Port
Augusta, Three butchers have established
abatioirs at o site 260 miles on this side
of Port Augusta and others have leased
abattoirs in Port Augusta, The whole of
the stock required for the Eastern goldfields
meat supplies is heing produced and slaugh-
tered in Sonth Avstralin. T do not see that
anything can be done to remedy the posi-
tion. I do not blame the Government; 1
commend them for what they have done to
relieve the market in the metronolitian area.
We have abundance of sheep, but the high
price of wool is preventing them from
reaching the meat market.
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Mr, Marshall: Yon are not altogether cor-
rect.

Mr. MANXN:  About one-third of the
metropolitian supply is frozen beef that is
being imported from the Eastern States,

The Minister for Railways: The price of
wool is the samc over there,

Mr. MANN: It ia possible to bny frozen
mutton at 5%id. per Ib, f.0.b., Sydney, and
that is being landed here at sbout bd. per
1b. TFresh mutton costs 8354, or 9d. in the
sale yards, and it eannot be retailed at less
than 1s.

Mr. Angelo: What are we getting for our
Wyndham meat?

AMr. MANN: It is sold in Perth for 1s
a 1h,

Mr. Angelo: But in England it is sold
for 3d.

Mr. MANN: Probably that is a countract
that muyt be fulfilled. The Government
cannot be blamed for it. The position will
be much more serious later in the year. 1t
is impossible to see where fat stoek will be
obtainable until well inte next year. When
the tew boats on the north coast cease to
run, there will be liftle fresh beef on the
market, and the people of Perth will have
to rely wpon frozen beef from the KEast-
ern Stotes, while the goldfields are supplied
with fresh meat from Soanth Australia.
With that matter, however, I shall deal more
fully when I move my motion for a select
committee, I am not going to be a carp-
ing critic of the Government. The new ad-
ministration have some very difficult prob-
lems to solve, and provided they apply them-
selves to those problems, keeping in view
the best interests of the State and not un-
dertaking any further schemes of State
trading, they may rely upon my support.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH (Albaay)
[5.307: Whilst not gifted with'that flucney
of speech which oene might desire to posseas
on snch an oceasion as this, and whilst not
professing to be an orator of anmy deserip-
tion, [ would ask hon. members to bear with
me in my humbhie desire to speak to the
motion before the Chair.  In doing so, I
shall endeavour tn imitate the example of
the member for Menzies (Mr. Panton) by
making my remarks brief. To you, Sir, I
offer my personal congratulations upen your
unanimous election to the Speakership of
this House; and I congratulate the Premier
and his colleagues upon their elevation to
Cakinet rank. To the member for Northam
(Sir James Mitchell) as Leader of the Op-
position, and to the member for Katanaing
(Mr. Thomson) a3 Leader of the Country
Party, I offer my sympathies. It is indeed
gratifying to me, as a new member, to learn
that membera on the opposite side of the
Chamber are desirous of assisting the Gov-
ernment in their deliberations; and I trust
that the assistance will be forthecoming,
Turning to the Governors Speech, T am glad
to note that the Government intend during
the present ression to amend the Land Tax
and the Income Tax Aet, and also to intro-
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duce a Closer Settlement Bill designed to
bring into use the unproductive Jands ad-
joining our railway system. To my mind
such a measure is long overdne. Espeeially
pleasing is it to note that the Government
intend to appoint a Royal Commission to
inquire into the nmumerous pbases of group
gettlement. Although & heliever in group
settlement, T do not hold with the past
practive of settling men in the south-western
portion of the State. In my opinion those
south-western groups are over-eapitalised—
a circumstance brought about by hurried,
and, in many cages, unsympathetic admin-
istration., The proposed Roval Commission
should clear the atmosphere, and prove cred-
itable to the people of the State as a whole
and also to the ‘‘groupies’’ them-
selves, and, furtber, to those engaged in
carrying out the scleme initiated by
tbe present Opposition Leader. In sup-
port of my reference to unsympathetie
sdministration, may I draw attention to
the replies given to my questions of to-
day, as follows:—

1, What was the total number of horse-
drawn vehicles purchased and railed to
the group settlements at Denmark?—
Twenty-seven. 2, Were ary such vehicles
purchased in the Albany electoratet—
Yes. 3, If so, how many?t—One. 4,
What was the average cost of such
vehicles, plus railage?—S8pring carts ex
Perth, including railage, £30 4s. 2d.;
drays ex Perth, including railage, £44
0s. 10d.; spring cart ex Albany, includ-
ing railage, £26 18s. 6d.

Thus 27 of these vehicles were purchased,
but only one was purchased in the Albany
electorate, and that one was purchased
there three weeks before the general elec-
tions. On going into the figures it appenrs
that an additional cost of £81 185, has
been put on to the spring carts ex Perth
sinee they left the metropolitan area. That
iz where the unaympathetic administration
came in, and that is how the group settlers
in the Denmark area have come ip be
over-eapitalised. Whilst on the subjeet
of group settlement I desire to compliment
the Minister in ¢harge of the settlements
upon the many reforme he has effected
doring his short term of office, reforms
whieh are appreciated by the ‘groupies’’
in the Albany electorate. It is pleasing
to learn from the Governor’s Speech that
the gold mining industry is to reeeive
special congideration. In that connection
I would suggest that consideration shounld
also be given to the southern and sonth-
western parts of the State with a view
to assisting towards the location of oil
Exztremely promising reports, I under-
stand, bave been received by the South-
Woest Oil and Shale Company. I sincerely
trust the Government will do everything
possible to help in the discovery of oil
Again, it is gratifying to note that com-
sideration has bheen given to providing
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edueational facilities in the back country,
and especially on the group settlements.
I hope that the schools that have been
authorised will not be delayed any longer.
In my opinion, there hae already been too
much delay, I gather from the Governor’s
Speeck that many railways authorised
during the reign of the previous Govern-
ment remain to be constructed, I would
ask those in authority to give serious con-
sideration to the building of a railway
between Newdegate and Albany, thus
linking up the lines runping ecastward from
the Great Southern railway, from Tam-

bellup to Ongerup, Katanning, Pingrup,
Wagin, Lake Grace, and Newdepate, a
distance of about 170 miles. The

country which would be opened up is
suitable  for  closer  settlement and
dairying. The dairying industry should
receive the utmost cousideration from the
Government. Then I would also ask c¢on-
sideration for tho settlers in the Frank-
Jand River and Forreat Hill districts, the
eountry lying to the western side of the
Great Southern railway, between Eojonup
and Denmark. I would also suggest to the
Minister for Railways that he take into
congideration the advisableness of linking
up the Denmark and Boyup railways, the
distance involved being approximately 80
miles., The district in question was
promised railway communication many
vears ago, in fact by Sir John Forrest when
Premier of Western Australia, The line
kas been reported on times out of number,
and the country it would serve is suitable
for closer settlement and dairying. I
would point out that on the Frankland
River there are four settlers holding, be-
tween them, 500,000 acres under leasehold.
That is wot right. Country like that on
the Frankland River shonld be put under
closer settlement, and I trust this phase
of the question will receive the Govern-
ment’s attention. Whilst on the subject
of railways, the Government and the
Labour Party being pledged to decentral-
isation, I would ask for early consideration
to the zone system for our railways. That
system would give each seaport its geo-
graphical due for products grown within
that zone for export. In my opinton the
system of centralisation has proved the
reverse of beneficial to the State as a
whole. In that conneetion I would euggest
that elose consideration be given to the
subdivision of the State, a matter that
will nced the most serious attention before
long. With regard to the Albany-Newde-
gate country, I was surprised to hear the
answer given to the question of the mem-
ber for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) this
afterncon. The question and answer read—
1a it the Premier’s intention to lay
upon the Table of the House the report
of the Bailway Advisory Board on the
route of the proposed raiiway from
Newdegate to Albany, as promised by
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the late Premier?—This area has not
been inspected by the Railway Advisory
Board, although a rough classification
by a surveyor was made last year.
In 1822 a deputation comprising members
of the Albany Chamber of Commerce, the
Albary Municipal Council, and every road
board and progress association in the dis
triet waited on Bir James Mitchell to ask
that a report on that country be obtained
from the Railway Advisory Board. The
late Premier gave a definite promise to
that effect, but from the reply given to
the member for Katanning at guestion
time it appears that no sueh report has
ever been made. I urge the present Pre-
mier to honour the promise given by the
late Premier in March of 1922, In 1912
Bir James Mitchell gave the Ongerup
people a definite assurance that he would
have a survey made and a classification
prepared. While dealing with the ques-
tion of railways, I may give expression to
my fervent hops that a proper guper-
annuation scheme for railway employees
will be instituted. Having had 29 years’
experience of the railway service, I speak
feelingly for my fellow employees, I
trust the Minister for Railways will bave
sach a scheme prepared on a reasomable
basis. The scheme submitted and rejected
was an impossible one for the employees,
For example, had I been able to join in
the scheme, 1 would have had to pay anout
128, 6d. per week by way of contribution.
No railway man, no working man, can
stand such & payment every week.
Further, I wounld ask for considera-
tion for the introduction of long ser-
vice leave into the railway service gener-

ally. To my mind, that is some-
thing long overdne. I do mot be-
lieve in class distinetions, suech as

have been ereated by the administrators of
the Railway Department. Those elass dis-
tinetions are to-day prevalent throughout
the railway service, and are responsgible for
the unhappiness and discord existing be-
tween various branches of the servica. L
deeply regret that the Govermor’s Speech
makes no mention of beginning the con-
struction of the Denmark-Nornalup rail-
way, which was anthorised last session, and
which has been promised to the people in
the district as far back as I can remem-
ber, even during my boyhood. I trust con-
sideration will be given at an early date,
and that that line will be gone on with,
not only for the sake of those who have
been in the distriet for 25 or 30 years, but
also for the sake of the group settlers. No
mention is made in the Speech of a review
of the railways in the direction of better
transport facvilities, I ask the Alinister
for Railways to have a review made of the
section between Katanning and Albany, and
thus give settlers and residents along that
section & reasonable degree of comfort by
minimising night travelling. I am pleased
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to note that we are to be called upon to
ecnsider many measures of importance such
as State insurance, main roads, fair
rents, scaffolding and drainage. This ques-
tion of drainage affects my electorate, 1
ask the Minister for Works to give con-
sideration to the Torbay drainage scheme.
I do not profess to be an engineer, but 1
say that the person respomsible for that
scheme shonld never get an opportunity for
drawing up another. An enormous amount
of money has been expended in draining
and in the building of flood gates, yet the
position to-day is woree than that of 15
years ago, before the drainage started. In-
stead of the water being locked on the
lower side of the gates, it is locked on the
upper side. So the scheme, instead of being
a blessing, has proved to be a hindrance to
the settlers. During the past seven months
those flood gates have been opened for six
consecutive days, and then at the expense
of manual labour. I am satisfied that, m
view of the proposed appointment of an en-
gineer-in-chief, some alterations could be
effected there without very much cost, In
my opinion as a layman, a charge of dyna-
mite would do more good than would any-
thing else. The members for Katanning
(Mr. Thomson) and for Avon (Mr. Grir-
fiths) referred to ome or two matters in my
electorate. The member for Avon referred
to differential treatment of the railways as
between Mt. Barker and his electorate, as
evidenced by the new station at Mt Bar-
ker. The new station at Mt. Barker was
warranted, and I only regret that the Uom-
missioner did not see his way eclear to
complete the whole scheme. I hope he
will complete that scheme, at all events to
the extent of building the overhead bridge
and finishing off the platform. The mem-
ber for Katanning complained of the dredg-
ing of the chanmel at the town jetty not
having consideration. I, too, regret that it
hus not been carried out under the scheme
of the banjo area adopted by the previous
Government. However, as the present Min-
ister proposes to bring down a comprehen-
give scheme for the building of wharves and
reclamation of the foreshore, I am desirous
of asgisting him. I, like the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman), am not going
to ask for a graving dock or anything of
that sort, because I realige that is a matter
for the Federal authorities, and I hope we
ghall hear something about it from the
Federal authorities before very lemg. On
behalf of the people of Albany and of the
King River dintrict, I tender my thanks to
3ir James Mitchell for his policy or lana
settlement as expressed in the experimental
plots in those districts. Personally, I be-
lieve the land settlement poliey there in-
augurated shonld be extended to group
settlement, for it would be to the advant-
age of those settlements, and would give
the ‘‘groupees’’ some reasonable chance of
suecess. 1 am gorry the member for East
Perth (Mr. Hughes) is mot here, for 1
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wished to convey te him on behalf of the
settlers of Eendenup my best thanks for
his efforts in their interests. While the
Royal Commission appointed did not
achieve much for those people, it served to
reveal a scandalous state of affairs. It is
amazing tbat guch sharp practices should be
countenanced in civilisation. Those settlers
have spent £100,000 in hard cash on their
holdings, yet to-day they find they have no
security of tenure, mor any redress. It is
titne the law was put into action to protect
them from men of the De Garis type. If
our statute-book does not provide for such
avtion, it ought to be reviewed. I hope the
Government will give serious consideration
to the proposals put forward for the relief
of the 67 seitlers now at the merey of De
Garix, and will afford those people a reason-
ahle chance of making good. I pincerely
trust that assistanee for the Goverament
will be forthecoming from members of the
Opposition, so that the State may benefit
thereby.

Mr. DAVY (West Perth) [35.53]: T find
myself experiencing some difficulty in deter-
mining just what is the right note to strike
in such a debate. The range of subjects
appears to be as wide as the horizon. Just
congider the diffievlties facing a new mem-
ber making his maiden speeeh on the Ad-
dress-in-reply. In the first place, he is set
amiti unusval surroundings, Then he has
to face the not always unexpressed criticigm
of his audience. And he has to remember
all the time that every word he says, and
every word said by any interjector, and his
replv thereto, are being taken down by
‘‘Hansard’’ and may be used in evidence
against him in the future. T know of no
other place where a speaker is confronted
wtih those conditions.

Mr, Lambert: Then you now know the
feelings of a man in the doeck.

Mr., DAVY: No, not the feelings of a
man in the dock, but rather the fealings of
a man questioned by a policeman who has
just arrested him. The man in the dock
can keep his mouth shut if he likes; he
need not o into the witness box, The other
man can do that too, but there ia an awful
temptation for the man just arrested to
talk out of his turn, as we saw in a recent
case. In addition te the difficulties I have
mentioned, there is a certain degres of
humility expected of a new member. The
new member who agpeara to be able to
reform the whole of the troubles of his
country during his firat two minutes in the
House is just ag foolish as bhe is vain, Some
of those who have gone before me in this
debate have dodged all these diffienlties by
confining themselves to preferring requests
to the Government, or the remedying of var-
ious ills under which their eonstituents
imagine themselves to be suffering, or alter-
natively have given vent to the grievanees
of their constitnents. I am in the unfor-
tunate—on this oceasion, but otharwise for-
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tunate—position of representing a constit-
uency that really has no grievapces. West
Perth needs no more railways or tramways
than it already has, I cannot imagire
where we could put a new bridge in my con-
stituency, unless it were to stretech from my
electorate acrose the river to the constit-
uency of the member for South Perth.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Evidently West
Perth has been well looked after.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, because we happen fo
be in the centre of things,

My. E. B. Johnston: And thanks to the
zeal of your predecessors.

Mr, DAVY: I give them that eredit. Cer-
tainly our footpaths are not too good, but
that is a matter for the City Council; our
sewarzge system is not complete, yet it is
more nearly eomplete than is that of many
other electorates, some of which, indeed,
have no sewerage system at all. So it will
be seen that I have no chance of escaping
the difficulties confronting me by confining
myself to remarks of a geperal nature, or
by recapitulating the grievances of my con-
gtituenta. The question before the House
is the Address-in-reply to the Governor’s
Speech, T heard that Speech read on the
opening day, and have since read it for
myself. T find that 90 per cent. of it con-
sisty of, I will not say eulogy, buat, at all
events, approval of the deeds of the late
Government, whilst the balance of 10 per
cent, consists of a somewhat sketchy out-
line of the legislative proposale of the new
Government.

Mz, Sampson: The first part of it is very
proper.

Mr, DAVY: I am not going to disagree
with citber the first or the second part of
it, at all events, not for the moment. The
10 per cent. dealing with the proposed legis-
lation, T firnd on perusal, indicates—in a
manner which it is impossible to disagree
with, beeause there ia not sufficient infor-
mation given—the intention to introduece
legrislation of a new nature, and to introduece
amendmente to existing legislation. In re-
gard to many of those proposals, so far as
T can jodge at present, I am in favour of
them. For instance, I notice the Govern-
ment propoge to introduce amendments to
the Workers’ Compensation Act, to the In-
dustrial Arbitration Aect, to the Municipal
Corporations Aet, and to the Pearling Aect.
Those are just a few of them. I am of
opinion tbat some of our Aects stand in
sericus need of amendment. Whether the
amendments that will be deemed to be ur-
gent by the Goverameat will be those that
I shall deem urgent remains to be seen, The
Government may see defects where T see
virtues, and virtues where I see defects.
The nroper time to express ome’s views on
that legislation is when it comes before us.
T should like to refer to the speech delivered
by the member for Guildford (Hon. W.D.
Johnson) last night. It appealed to me as
a very able and statesmanlike criticism of
the deeds of the past Government, and a
very able and statesmanlike attempt at an
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explanation of the difficulties uuder which
this country is labouring. I was surprised
to find that I agreed with a great deal of
what the hon. member said. I think I would
have agreed with a great deal more had I
been in a position to kmow the facts. I
found him advocating, in preference to rail-
way extensions, the construction of roads
and the use of motor lorries. I have not
all the facts tefore me but I am convinced
that in the near future we shall find that
most of our main railways will be fed in
that way, by constructing pood roads and
using motor traction.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: You will have com-
petiiton.

Mr. DAVY: Competition is what [ like,
Many members opposite probably do not
like it. I have always held the opinion
that competition 13 the oil that makes the
machinery of society work.

The Minister for Railways: It is some-
times an economit waste,

Mr. DAVY: Sometimes it is and some
times it is not. Where it is a severe econo-
mic waste it may be necessary for the State
to step in. Ii 13 seldom, however, that the
State is able to do as well as private en-
terprise with all the economic waste. I am
inclined to agree with the member for
Gnildford on that point. I am also inclined
to agree, with the meagre knowledge I have
upon the subjeet, with what he said
as to the proper method of prepar-
ing the South-West land for group
settlement. It has never seemed to me pos-
pible that raw and entirely ignorant town
dwellers should be brought to Western Aua-
tralia, given an axe such as they have never
had in their hands before, and told to chop
- down ftrees, clear the land, and do 1t
economically on a sustenance allowance of,
say, 10s. a day. Every Anustralian has
handled an axze since boyhood, even if his
operations have been confined to chopping
wood in the back yard. The average En-
glishman, however, never sees an axe dur-
ing his lifetime. If he does see one, it is
totally different from the type we use out
here. With it one could not echop down a
jarrah tree in 100 years. It has always
struck me that it will prove to be economi-
enlly wasteful to endeavour to clear land
by this unskilled labour. It would be bet-
ter if we had endeavoured to clear the land
by contract, using the latest machinery and
most skilled labour, hefore we put our
gettlers on to the groups.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, hear!

Mr. DAVY: Applauding as I do the
general tone and thoughtfulness of the hon.
member’s speech, I was sorry he allowed
the tone of that speech to-descend from the
high and pure atmosphere of statesmanship
to the lower and more sordid level of party
polities, when he exhibited a desira to take
every credit for everything the Labour
Purty had done, and refrained from giving
eredit to everything the Opposition bad
done.
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Iion, W. D. Johnson: You misquote ma.
My desire was to give credit to the late
J. M. Hopkins, whko has been robbed of the
credit due to him.

Mr. DAVY: That was not the impression
lelt on my mind, or on the minds of other
melbers sitting on this side of the House.
The hon. member challenged thig side of the
Louse to seurch the records and find a single
act that Sir James Mitchell had ever done
tor the development of the lands of West-
ers Ausiralia. That is a very bold challenge
indeed. Particularly is it bold when we
consider that the member for Northam
(Hon. Sir James Mitchell) was FPremier of
the State for years, was Minister for Lands
for another period, and was 2 member of
this House for many more years., 1t would
be remarkable if such a man had done ne-
thing during his career for the Dbenefit of
agriculture. The statement is so obviously
exaggerated that it does not merit an
answer.

Mr. Richardeon:
statement.

Mr, DAVY: It hardly behoves me, as a
new member, to take up the cudgels on be-
hglf of the member for Northam, I wonder
whethor the member for Guildford would
have made his challenge so emphatic and
vehement if the member for Northam bad
been sitting in his place last night.

Mr. Richardson: He would not have done

It was a ridiculous

B0.

Ilon. W. D. Johnson: You will find out
before long that I would have donc so.

Mr. DAVY: The Premier, in replying to
the remarka of the Leader of the Opposition
when he moved to reduce Supply, stated
with regard to the 44-hour week that no
successful candidate on this side of the
Houge at the recent elections had dealt in
any way with the subject. The Premier
wag wrong. The question was bronght up
at & great number of meatings that I Leld
during the campaign, The usval form of
the question was, ‘‘Is the cemdidate in fav-
our of a 44-hour week?’’ My answer was
that the question in that form could not be
answered. If it meant, would T like to ace
that no man had to work more than 44
hours a week, and that nevertheless every
man got all reasonable requirements, my
answer would have been ‘‘Yea.’? On the
same terms I would be in favour of a 34-
hour week or a 24-hour week. The shorter
the week can be made, without letting the
enemy of mankind find work for idle hands
ta do, the better it would doubtless be. The
question is not a maiter of policy. I tan-
not see how it can be regarded in that light.
How ean it be a matter of policy to believe
in a 44-hour week any more than in a 34-
hour week or a 54-hour week?

The Minister for Lands: Yours was a
very diplomatic reply to the question.

Mr. DAVY: T thought so, too. It was
also an honest reply, and one that T believed.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: A suecessful reply.

Mr. DAVY: T also went on to say that
at the moment T was of opinion that the
country, in view of its financial position,
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couid not afford to give its employees a 44-
lour week. That, too, was an honest state-
nient and it is an opinion I still hold, The
matter is purcly one of finance. The Gov-
ernnient i+ 4 large employer of labour, anu
if it van afford to allow its empioyces to
work four hours & week less than other
g;ople, I am delighted to think it can do so.

¥ conviction at the moment, particularly
in view of the somewhat gleomy picture
painted to us the other day by the Premier
concerning the finances of the Bfate, is that
we cannot afford it. That seems to be the
final and defnite anawer to the question.
Very few people, I thank Heaven, in West-
ern Australin do less than n full week’s
work,

Member: There is a considerable pum-
ber in the Government serviee.

Mr. DAYY: The only people whe Jdo not
work very hard now arc those who have
worked hard in their yooth, and are now
enjoying leisure in their old agpe. Many
men that I know of about my own age
work as hard at their occupations ns a navvy
or a railway man, Bo far es hours go, I
have not enjoyed anything like as short a
week as 44 hours for the last three or four
years. T do not expeet to be able to do so
for the next 15 or 20 years, Tt seems
obviopa+ that the honrs of work have
bheen slowly bnt surely diminishing ever
ginee machinery was introduced into mamu-
factories, with the resultant greater output.
I feel sore that ns the application of ma-
chinery becomes more general and the
maehinery itself more efficient, there will
be a steady increase in the output, while the
hours of work will continne slowly but
surely to diminish. Tf we try to substitute
for the word ‘‘slowly’’ the word *‘quickly,?’
we run a big risk of substituting for the
word ‘‘surely’’ the word ‘‘uncertainly.’’
We do not require to effect these changen
in too great a hurry. The Government are
running the biggest husiness in the eountry.
That business is in sore straits £ want of
money., Tt wonld appear to he unwise, not
wicked or wronp, for the Government to
take this step of reducing hours.

Mr. Angelo: Your views are beginning
to coincide with those of Mr. Theodore.

Mr. DAVY: T d¢ not know what his
views are. No doubt I will find myself
gsharing qnite 8 numher of views with him.

Mr. Latham: And very reasonable omes.

Mr, DAVY: No doubt Y shall share
tjuite 2 number of the views of almost any
honest and reasonable man, I should like
to refer to two tendencies whieh appear
to exisf in the Parliameats of Australia
and New Zealand, and in a less degree in
other countries, These are, strange to say,
diametrically opposed to each other. On
the one hand there is the tenderey for
Parliaments to obtrude into affairs that
are not truly theirs. On the other hand,
there is a tendency for them to withdraw
from affairs that are truly theirs

Sitting suspended from 6.17 to 7.80 pm.
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Mr. DAVY: At the tea adjournment I
was beginning to remark uwpen what ap-
pearad to me to be the tendencies of Par-
liaments not only in Western Australia
but throughout Australia, and to a lesser
depree perhaps, in the older countries. First
there was the tendency for Parliament to
intrude upon matters not rightly within
its province, and the second tendency was
for Parliament to withdraw from matters
that rightly concerned it. I am credibly
informed that the Labour Party speak on
matters of policy as with one voice, and I
am on safe ground, therefore, if I assume
that the definition given by the member
for Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson), when
he described in his speech last night what
were and what were not the true functions
of povernment, represented the view of
the Labour Party, The definition appealed
to me ad very succinet and clear. I will
have an opportunity later to find out
whether that definition was created in his
brain or was a definition arrived at by
othera. To me it was a new definition. He
said that the true furction of government
is not to do for the people what the people
¢an do for themselves but to do for the
people what the people cannot do for
themselvea. I am in entire agreement with
that definition, but if that definition has
been applied and adhered to by Parlia-
ments of Western Australia, and is being
adbered to to-day, all T ¢an say is that
the people of Western Australia must be
a singularly helpless crowd. In these
days, the Governments of Western Aus.
tralia—I am not accusing the present Gov-
ernment alone—have become accustomed
to do for the people all manner of things
that have been done by the people them-
selves in the past and which peovle of other
ecountries ean and do do for themselves
to-day. The functions of Parliament as
opposed to the funetions of government—
the member for Guildford‘’s definition had
relation to the functions of government—
in my view are these and these only: its
duty is to grant Supply and to give statu.
tory aathority to the Government for the
carrying out of their policy, Thus when
the Government, as I say they do, intrude
into realms which do not truly belong to
them, Parliament does the same. If some
memhber interjected with a query as to
what thevy were doing, I would answes
that to-day the Government make bricks,
run railways and boats, can meat and saw
waood, as well as many other things that
in other countries are done by the people
themselves.

The Mirnister “for Londsa: They were
knoeked ont when the war started.

Mr. DAVY: Of course, in time of disease
the human hody has to ba sabjected to
treatment which in health no sane man
would permit. In war time a country has
to subjert itself to treatment which wonld
not be healthy in normal times, I admit
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there is a great tendency to do thiogs in
war time that would not be tolerated
during more normal periods,

The Minister for Lands: Some of those
tendencies are still going on.

Mr. DAVY: Of course they are, We
have from time to time witnessed all
manner of interferences with the liberty
of the subjeet, and by this means Govern-
ments have entered into spheres that do
not truly belong to them. This has been
done in America and Aunstralia. What
wag more inignitous—T regret it was done
by the Government representing the party
to which I belong—than the ramifications
of the War Precautions Regulationaf
They are still in existence and it will take
us years before we ¢an get back to that
liberty of which the people were robbed
by the Federal Government. It may be
that most of the repulations were legiti-
mate at the time, but they sbould have
been wiped out the moment the time of
emergency disappeared. That has not
been done. The same tendeney has heen
shown thronghout the history of the
world. We koow that people have heem
robbed of their liberties and have not had
opportunitiea to regain them for a long
time. At the present time Parliament is
steadily intruding more and more into
spheres that do not belong to it. If we
are to run sawmills and implement works,
we bave to gee that they are run properly.
It stands to reason thai hon. members
must gain a smattering of those indus-
tries. The Lord knows, the job of a mem-
ber of Parliament is difficult enough as it
ia ! Tt requires sufficient acumen, insight,
study, knowledge and work, even when
Parliament confines its activities to the
realms to which it belongs. If a member
of Parliament has any conscience and a de-
gire to carry out his task in an efficient
manner, there is gufficient now for him to
devote his emergies to.

Mr. E. B. Johuston: You would not have
many railways without a Government,

Mz. DAVY: In other countries they have
their railways. I do not wish to be mis-
understood. I am not suggesting that we
sbould sell our railways or do anything so
ridiculous, I am talking generally of the
tendencies one notes in conneetion with Par-
liaments. I believe the railways to be ome
of those activities that the Government
wisely undertook.

The Mirvister for Mines:
agricultural development, too?

Mr. DAVY: That is a necessity as well.
But it is because there was s good excuse
for that depariure from the proper spbere
of Parliament in the past that this ten-
dency bas been increasing. It is diffienlt to
draw the line, and I snggest to members
that if we attempt to take another step—in
the same direction, I admit—we should
give careful consideration before wo adopt
any such course. As to the eecond tendency
of Parliament—to withdraw from its proper
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sphere of activity, it is obvious to any atu-
dent of the laws enacted in Australia that
there ig that tendemey. Just as it is the
function of Parliament to grant Bupply
and grant legislative sanction in order that
the Government may give effect to their
policy, g0 is it the dufy of Parliament to
sec that it is not robbed of its right to pass
laws for the enforcement of the policy or
Governments. On the other hand, what do
we find? In almost every statute passed
to-dny--this applies more to the Common-
wealth even than to Western Australia—
there is included a section giving power to
Ministers or the Governor-in-Executive
Couneil, which means the Government gen-
erally, 10 mnake regulations. The expression
used in the legislation sets out, for the most
part, that the regulation is for the better
enforcement of the Act in question. The
task of a lawyer, although he does not need
to be mentioned in this connection, is dif-
ficnlt enough as it is. Not only do we get
from the ¥Federal Parliament at the end of
each year a vast tome of statutes, but‘an
equally vast tome of statutory regulations.
These regulations are laws that have the
same binding force, unless challenged in the
proper way, as the Acta themselves, We
have the same thing in Western Australia
but in a medifiled degres. We seem to be
developing a babit of avoiding our respon-
sibilities and allowing Ministers and the
Government generally to pass regulations
that should have been passed as substantive
laws by ourselves. The result is that it is
not even the Minister or the Government who
make the regulations; they are made, in
many instances, by more or less subordinate
officinls in Government departments. Laws
enncted shonld be as simple, coneise and cer-
tain in phraseelogy as they can be framed. T
need not tell you, Mr. Speaker, that ignor-
ance of the law i3 no exense in any court of
law. If that he so, surely knowledge of the
law should be made easier for the ordinary
citizen by making the laws as simple as
possible! Tt should he easy for an indi-
vidual, without the necessity for any ex-
planation, to ascertain what his rights and
duties are by consulting an Aet. That is
not the position to-day. As a practising
lawyer, I find T am constantly ignorant ot
gome bylaw or regulation which may place
an entirely different complexion mpon an
Act under which a man has certain powers
or under which rights or labilities are eon-
ferred upon that person. The result is
that before a lawyer dares to advise his
elient he has not only to analyse the
statutes, but he has to conmsult ‘‘Govern-
ment Oazettes’’ and pay visits to Govern-
ment departments to ascertain when the
last regulations were framed.

Mr. Marshall: He bas to work more than
44 hours a week,

Mr. DAVY: That is 50, and I can as-
sure the hon. member that the task of a
lawyer is not as easy as it would appear to
be. The law is not to be undertaken
lightly: it is an onerons and respongible
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profession.  If Parliament relieves the
lawyer of some of the burden, no doubt it
will he refleeted in the lawyer’s hill of
costs to his client.

Mr. Lambert: XNow your imagination
is running away with you:

Mr. Corboy: “That may be used in evi-
dence against you later on!

Mr. DAVY: There are one or two State
Acts to which I will draw attention. Dur-
ing the last Parliament, the Licensing Act
Amendment Act was passed. One of the
provisions was that the public-house keeper
was to keep a record of all the visitors who
came to and went from his establishment,
and failure to keep such & record was made
an offence, It was also provided that the
form of the book should be as preseribed.
That meant to say that the book would be
as decided upon by the Government in the
ordinary way. When we came to examina
what was the preseribed form, we found
that at the bottom of the page there
was a lot of writing, First of all,
this writing set out that the entries
in the book had to be made in ink.
This angust Assembly anever considered that
it was to be a eriminal offence if 2 man did
not keep his book written up in ink, but the
Minister in charge, or the clerk in charge,
decided that if a licensee did not have his
hook written up in ink he was actually
committing a eriminal. offence, for which he
world have to suffer a penalty, Further,
it was said that it should not be neeessary
to have a guest enter his name in the book
cvery day that he was staying in the botel,
provided Le entered his name in the hook on
the day that he arrived and on the day
that he left. The law pever contemplated
that, T am sure; this Assembly would never
liave made such a ridieulous piece of legis-
Intion as that. Of course it is easv to make
a man sigm the hook when he arrivea ot an
lotel, but when he pays his hill and he has
his baggame in the taxi cab outside the door
of the hotel, it iz easy for him to say, ‘‘I
refuse to sign my nome.’’ What earthly
remedy can the publican then have?! Yet
if a poblican dees not sce that that is done
he commits an offence for which he is linble
to n penalty.

Mr. Lamhert: We shall have to protect
the publican when his guests are leaving.

Mr. DAVY: Tt makes the position all the
more difficult, if my friend’s estimate of the
charaeter of the people who stay at hntels
i3 eorrect. T.et me quote another example.
The Traffic Aet wos passed, and it was in-
tended by that measure to take from the
City Council the conirol of the traffic in
the streets of Perth. That Aet also ereated
a department to deal with the traffie in
towns other than Perth. I am not con-
errned with that, It was gnite elear that
the intention of Parlioment in passing the
Traffie Act, and in making amendments to
the Municipalities Aet, was that hoth shonld
correspond with the intention of Parliament,
and that the Commissioner of Police shonld
kave conferred npon him the job of con-
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trolling the traffic on the roads inm the or-
dinary sense of the word. Usually there is
a section in an Act giving power to nake
'y-laws, and that was included in  the
Traffic Act. When by-laws were made and
published, it was found that the police had
been given power under those by-laws to
deal with offences sueh as walking on the
right side of the footpath, wheeling peram-
bulators on the footpath, expectorating on .
the footpath and throwing grape skins on
the footpath.

The Minister for Lands: They did not
have the power hefore.

Mr. DAVY: The only way in which the
vilidity of the regulations could be tested
wits to contest them in the I'olice Court, and
take the matter to appeal, becanse a magis-
trate would scldom declare a by-law or regu-
latien to Jw invalid. But if an individual
decided to contest the regulations he would
have fo do so at his own expense. If he
entered & detence agoinst his prosecution in
the Police (ourt, ke might be let off.
Even then he had to pay his own
costs, [ am told that the Crown Law De-
partment advigsed the department in charge
of the traflic that they conld make by-laws
to deal with the traflic on the roads, and
the department proceeded to invade the
sphere of the City Council by meking regu-
lations to deal with the contrel of all mat-
ters on the Footpath., It was perfectly mani-
fegt that when this House and another
place passed that Act it was never infended
to do anything but eontrol traffiec in the
streets. T submit that the time has come
when we must check this tenideney, this lazy
tendengy-——

The Minister for Lands: The Aet has
been altered since.

Mr. DAVY: I believe that is so. If we
pass had by-laws, we shonld not afterwards
approach Parliament and ask that those
had hy-laws he made good.

The Minister for Lands: I wne responsi-
hle for that amendment.

Mr. DAVY: Then the hon. member .id
woodl work. Our duty is te make substan-
tive laws and to sce all laws are made
an that they shall be thoroughly nnderstood
by evervone. We should not delegate to
any person or body, execept within the most
rizid limits. our undoubted function te make
laws. T hope in future Parliament will bear
that in mind and not put such sloppy sec-
tions into Acts of Parliament. I use that ex-
pression with all due respect to the House.
Tn addition to this question T suhmit that
in the ypast we have not heen eareful enough
with the drafting of our laws, Severa) of
our recent Acts have heen sn hadly drafted
that the lnwyers are likely to reap a harvest
as a result.

r, Corhov: You shonld not regret that.

Mr. DAVY: I am here, not as a member
of the profession, hut as a representative
nf the constituents of West Perth with a
Auty to perform to the eitizens of Western
Australia. My friend’s cwynieal remark does
not applv to me. With the greatest respeet



[6 AucusT, 1924.]

I submit that there bas been in the past
a Jot ot sloppy legislation put through,
which, I repeat, has been of no value to
anvene exeept the lawyers, and the honest
lawyer, as hun. wmembers know, doex not
like to sce sloppy legislation, even if it does
briug additional grist to his mitl, I recom-
mend to the Government, with all humility,
that there is urgent need for the appoint-
ment of a Parliamentary draftsman who
shall have nuo other work to ilo but to draft
our neasures.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. DAVY: The work of drafting Bills
is not easy, by any means. Until & man sits
down to draft a Bill of any importance or
~ize, it is hard for him to realise just how
difficalt the task is. This work canmot he
doue in a huwrry; it renuires careful and
elise consideeation in order that mistakes
may not afterwards result. I do not wish
my remarks to pive anyone the idea that I
desire to cast a reflection on the Crown Law
ofiicers.  The gentlemen i question are
extremely able, industrions, and conseient-
ipus.  But at the present time they have far
too much work fo do. A man cannot he ex-
pected to be advising people on matters of
importance at one minute, drafting convey-
ances at another minute, and preparing diffi-
cult Bills, to be presented to Parliament,
almost at the same time. e shall reap
the benefit if we appoint a competent per-
son to the position of Parliamentary drafts-
man and instruct him that he is not to do
anything but that work. Of course, if he
rong out of work in the way of arafting
Bills, he can be given the task of prepar-
ing a consolidation of existing legislation.
Fverybody knows the need for this. 1 sug-
gest that the task of putting our existing
legislation in order in the space of a couple
of vears would appal anyone who recog-
nises the magnitnde of the work,

The Minister for Lands: Tt wonld take
six months to put the Land Aect in order.

Mr. DAVY: ¥Yes, it is in a shoeking
state. The older laws relating to property
are in an even worse condition, I am not
making any apelogy for again referring to
the speech of the member for Guildford
(Hon. W, 1. Johnson). He referred to
what he termed the outrage of granting
pastoral lessees an extension of their
leases to 1948,

Mr, Lambert: Is that the only apeech you
heard?

Mr, DAVY: It was the only speech on the
Ministerial side of t.ue X"ouse that attempted
to give amything like a statement of the
polivy of the Govarnment. Other speakers
on that side of the MHouse have been cun-
tent to offer remarks atowt their own con-
stituencies. Of course, we have not yet
heard the Leaders of the Ministerial Party.

Mr. B. Jolmston: What abrut the
Premier? He haas spoken,

Mr. DAVY: My only regret is that I
had the misfcrtone to speak prior to the
uwemnber  for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert),
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otherwise [ miglt have been able to direct
n little attention to his speech which,
1 am sure, will be interesting and instrue-
tive.

The Minister jor Lands: You explained
your position when you started by declaring
that vou did not require anyihing for your
vlectorate.

Ar. DAVY: The memhbur for Guildford
descriled as an outrage ths extension of
the pastoral leuses from 1924 to 1048.

Mr. Corboy: Wonld you call it something
worsed

Me, DAVY: No. I wili not go into the
merits or demerits of what was dome. I
am afraid that if the hon. member’s re-
marks go out to the warld without uny
explanation or amendment, the nubliz may
get an entirely falee impression of the posi-
tion. I remind members of the existence
of Section 5% of the Land Act which gives
the Government power, at any time they
clioose, to declare open for agricultural or
horticultural selection, any Crown land,
even though the subject of a pastoral
lense. Our friend the member for
Guildford painted a glowing picture of
the rich alluvial flats on the river at
Minderoo Station, and he spoke of the
possibility of damming that river and
providing irrigation, and then went on to
say that Parliament robbed the State of all
this and handed it over to monopolizts. The
hon. member is giving an impression that
is entirely false. The only monopoly those
people bave over their million acres is the
monepely to use their property for pastoral
purposes, and nothing else. At any time
the Government may come along and, re-
cogniging the possibilities that the hon.
member has told us about, declare the land
open for agricultural or horticultural pur-
poses, and it will then be within the power
of any person te come along to select a con-
ditional purchase lease under Sections 55,
56, or 57 of the Aet. Then it will be pos-
sible to get to work on the wonderful schema
of irrigation that we heard aboui. The
answer of the hon. member might be that
if the property were cut up it ecould be
made to carry more sheep than it is carry-
ing now.

Mr. Hughes: Do you suggest that the
banks that lend money on pastoral leases
have no security?

. Mr. DAVY: I say that the bank that
lends money on pastoral leases has no rem-
edy whatever if the Government like to
come along and declare the lease open for
agricultural purposes. Hon. members and
Ministers are perfectly well aware of that.
The only remedy that the pastoral léssee
has is to moake a c¢laim, which he ig en-
titled to do, for the value of the improve-
ments on the land declared opem. Of
course, he has to be given a year’s notice
hefore the land ean he thrown open, and
then compensation has to be paid to him.

Mr. Hughes: That is an important point

yuu nearly overlooked.
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Mr, DAVY: It is a matter of no e¢onse-
quence whatever, No osic would imagine
that the Government could step in and geize
the improvements of a pastoral lessee with-
out paying him compensation. If they could,
it would indeed be an astonishing thing.
T am satisfied to leave it to the intelligemes
of all members of the House and of the
average member of the public that compen-
sation must be paid for improvements actn-
ally executed. I would like to refer to the
Premier’s graceful words of welcome, en-
couragement, and advice to the mew mem-
bers., He expressed the hope that the new
members would not too soon loge the ideals
with which they had eatered the Houge. I
am not afraid that those who are made of
the right stuff will lose their ideals. We
may well find that some of our ideals are
incapable of realisation in our lives, per-
haps because of our own ineffectiveness. I
know members on both sides of the House
who have long expericnce of Parliamentary
work, and I believe they still retain the
ideals they had when they entered political
life. It is sad but undoubtedly true that in
Australin at present the general public have
got into a habit of speaking econtemptu-
ously of the Legislature. The term f‘poli-
tieian’’ is frequently used in the Press as
one of disparagement.

The Minister for Railways: Australia’s
representative in London made a remark of
that kind only the other day.

Mr. DAVY: I am sorry to hear it. 1If
he did so, the layman, who knows little of
what poes on here, might well be exenged.
The wit who said the people got the gov-
ernment they deserved was not far wrong.
When members of the public speak dis-
paragingly of their politicians, they gspeak
equally disparagingly of themselves. I have
never held the opinion that members of
Tarliamment were anything like the seonn-
drels that some sections of the general pub-
lic seem to think they are. In my dealings
with them I have found them in the main
honourable aud conscieutious men. Perhapa
members themselves are slightly to blame
because, judging from the Press, there is
a tendency to cast gerious imputations on
the honesty of one’s opponents, ‘That, how-
aver, i3 ugnally done in the heat of the
moment, and as proof of my statement one
may often see the hon, member for A,
after having cast most damaging aspersions
on the character of the hon, member for B,
subsequently enjoying a milk and soda with
him. One of the ideals I have brought into
the House is that anything in the pature
of dishonesty of motive on the part of any
member must be clearly and eonclusively
proved hefore I shall believe it, and Y ask
that other members may extend the same
consideration to me.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) {8.4]: 1
apologise for my presence in the Chamber
because I am in a rather awkward position,
New members apologise to the House be-
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cause they are here for the first time, but
I have reached the point wkem I do not
know whether [ am in or out. It is prefer-
able to be a new member, becanse one then
receives the sympathy of the House, When
one gets a little political service behind
him, he is referred to as an old limber, and
is apt to suffer the wrath of his opponents.
I fear the member for West Perth (Mr.
Davy) will, by bhis political innocénee, hring
about his own political ezeeution, unless he
changes in the next few yeara, He has
allied himeelf to the Labour Party.

Mr. Davy: Do not believe it.

Mr. MARSHATL: TUnless he alters in the
pext few years we shall have the female
member for West Perth back again,

Mr. Hughes: Weo are responsible for his
being here.

Mr, MARSHALL: And who may ho re-
sponsible for the hon. member’s presencel
I have learnt during my three years’ ox-
perience that one has to be more than dis-
creet in hig utterances here.

Mr, Latham: But yon know you are not
disereet,

Mr. MARSHALL: [ heard an elector of
West Perth refer to Mr, Davy as a white
man. Though in appearance he is very
dark, it the elector referred to prineiple, L
agree with him. 1 was impressed with the
hon. member’s address, though there were
small points on which I differ from him.
The hou, member said that the Government
had been unwise in Testoring the 44-hour
week. 1 wish he had dealt more fully with
the question. In what way is it unwiset The
bon. member said the only people in West-
ern Australia that were living an idle life
aud enjoying riches and comfort were those
who for years had struggled bard in early
life. I grant that the hon. member was
correct, Onr troubles have mot their origin
in the wealth of people in the Commnon:
wealth, Most of our difficulties are due to
overseas financial institutions that govern
the finance of the world. TUnless the hon.
member concedes that science has been of
some advantage to society, his argument is
bad. The Leader of the Opposition said if
it took 48 hours to make a pair of boots,
and the working week was reduced to 44
hours, you would get only three-quarters of
the work done. That is typical of the hom.
member’s idea of reckomning. During my
three years in the House the hon. member
has shown no ability in reckoning anything.
Years ago one could see men tilling the soil
with a couple of horses and a single-furrow
plough. Now we have tractors hauling 12-
furrow ploughs and ecapable of doing in an
hour what formerly took a week. Who in
benefiting by the application of science to
industry? The Leader of the Opposition
on the public platform proclaimed that he
had secured a greater yield per acre because
he had applied science to production. Ts
the farmer getting the benefit of that? No.
Neither ig the eonsumer. 1 congratulate the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) on
his speech. It is the first time in three years
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I huve had occasion to congratulte him. At
lust he has developed sufficient courage to
speak the truth.

Mr. Latham:
party now.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We have not joined
ile wrong party, anyhow.

Mr. MARSHALL : The member for
Katanping spoke about the burden of in-
direct taxation on the farmer. With his
urgument 1 agree more or less. I am not
a free-trader straight out, but the tariff haa
reached such a piteh that this State must
enter a bitter protest. The hon. member’s
figures were not quite aceurate, but the
were good emough for an argument, ©
suid that owing to the abmormal exchange
it was impossible to get 20s. for the £1.
Though wealth to the extent of £82,000,000
had been croated, we could get only
£79,000,000 odd for it. The hon. mem-
ber as a business man kanows how
that comes about. He knows that the
financial institutions of all countries,
including England, are the Shylocks of
the umverse. They lend wuws money to
develop our industries and for the se-
eommodation ask five and a-half per rent,
and get it. After the development hag taken
place and we ecommence to export our pro-
duce, Shylock says, ‘‘ The exchange is not
nermal, and you must aecept a lower value
for your produee.’’

My. Thomson: That is dve to the value
of our exports exceeding that of our imports.

Mr, MARSHALL: We are fold it is due
to the exchange not being mormal. Wheo
manipulates the exchange? The great finan-
ciers who lend us the money to develop our
country. The statement that what one
misges on the spinning jenny he pieks up
on the awing boats applies to these Shy-
locks, What he lends us only serves to
aggravate the position from a productive
point of view here, and further to strengthen
Shylock’s position. Is it fair that the
workers of Western Australia should derive
no advantage from the application of
seicnee and invention to industry, and
shounld be compelled, year in year out, to
work 48 hours? Are we to make no ad-
vance! From my childbood I remember
that my father worked 48 hours. Since
then thers have been great advances in
every industry by virtue of invention and
seientific aid. T ask members on the eross
benches, is not the working man justified
in demanding a fair share of the victories
of science and invention? I would advise
the member for Katanning (Mr, Thomson)
to keep as near as possible to the truth
when makng stetements here. I am sorry
he has made a statement which is not any-
where near the truth. I do not say he
made the statement with any deliberate in-
tention of misleading the House, for that
wonld not be possible. I took a note of
what he maid—

How can we expect to compete with
the indostries of the Eastern States that
are working under the 48 hours system,

He has joined the right
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it we are working only 44 honrs? It is

imposaible,
Mr. Thomson: That ia correct, I agree,
Mr. MARSHALL: The member for

Katanning can have no lmowledge of the
uctual facts ae to the bours worked in other
States of the Commonwealth. I have here
the Commonwealth statist’s figures, and 1
defy the member for Katanming to show
me the industries in the Kastern States, out-
side domestic and hotel industries, in which
any section of workers work 48 hours weokly.
The member for Katanring can sce these
Commonwealth figures if he wishes to.
There is not an industry in the Common-
wealth in which the worker, on an average,
works 48 hours per week.

AMr. Thomson: What ahout New Soutn
Wales?

Mr. MARSEALL: In New South Wales
furniture trade workers work 45 hours, en-
gincering workers 47 hours, food and drink
workers 47 hours, clothing and boots wor-
kers 44 hours per week,

Mr. Thomson: Go on, carry onl

Mr. MARSHALL: I could go on read-
ing out the hours, but it would be waste
of time, Apart from the industries I have
quoted, there is not one which, in the ag-
gregate, works 48 hours. It may be news
to the member for Katanning that the 44
lours week has predominated in Queensland
for over 40 years.

Mr. Thomson: In all trades?

Mr. MARSHALL: Pretty well.

Mr. Thomson: Things were different
when I was there.
Mr. MARSHALL: In all probability

the Queensland Premier knew the hon, mem-
ber was coming, and in order to mislead
him got all the trades and manufactures to
work a 48-hours week. It was done by way
of putting up a joke on the hon. member.
Another member—who it was I canpot eall
to mind at the moment—gaid that the 41
hour week would increase the cost of pro-
duction, I do not dispute that under the
economic system of to-day the economie
result would be to force up the cost of pro-
duetion in s very minute degree. But if
every idler in the world were put to some
honrest work, the cost of production would
be reduced, in spite of a 44-hour week. The
fact is that the working man—in which
term I include the farmer—has to carry so
great a burden to satisfy the Shylock of
of the umiverse that he is forced to work
much longer than would otherwise be neees-
sary. Another member deliberately stated
that as the result of the 44-hour week the
cost of living most go up. This State has
had two industrial fights against an inereav:
in the working hours, fights put up by the
engineers and by the Public Works em-
ployees. After a battle against the Gov-
ernment they resumed work at the lomger
hours. Xf the argument I have quoted had
any force in it, the eost of living should
bave gome down after those men had gome
back to work the longer hours. But what
have we seen? Ingtead of a redumetion in
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the cost of living, there has been an in-
crease gince the inerease in the weekly
hours. Members who make wild and weird
statements, members who utter deliberate
falsehoods, are not upholding the dignity of
this Chamber. For the year 1923 the cost
of living, as compared with 1914, had risen
by 89.1 per cent. During the last three
months, when there should have been re-
duction in the cost of living becauss of the
reversion {0 the 48.hour week, there was
an increase over 1914 of 41.7 per cemt. No
one works longer hours than the farmer,
and it 5s perhaps that fmet which makes
him unkind and eauses him to desire that
everybody else should work the longest
hoitrs possible. But the New Zealand far-
mer has heen working a 48-hour week for
years; and does not the New Zealaud far-
mer, in spite of much higher sea freights,
eompete successfully in the world’s mar-
kets?

Mr. Thomson: New Zealand is not a
wheat growing country. It imports wheat.

Mr. MARSHALL: TIa the hon. member
sure of that? If the New Zealanders wanted
anything else, I could recommend them
something. They have been working 8
hours per day for years past in primary
industries, and yet they c¢ompete succesa-
fully with growers in other parts of Aus-
tralasia.

Mre. 15, B. Johnston:
very rich country.

Mr. MARSHALL: XNo doubt it is, but 1
am not going to disparage Western Aus-
tralia. What New Zealand can do, West-
ern Australia can do. I would advise my
friends on the cross Opposition benches to
eease telling the farmers that the workers
are bleeding them. I wonld advise my
friends to ally themsclves with fthe party
of the workers, with a view to securing
some measure of the benefit that has re-
sulted from the application of science and
invention to industry. X know members on
the eross Opposition benches try to mislead
the farmer by telling him that the Labour
Party iz strongly against him, and that re-
duction of hours in any industry outside
the wheat belt is going to be the cause of
longer working hours for the farmer. But
in another industry there are men who
work quite as hard as the farmer,
and they do it withont any prospects

New Zealand is a

whatever exeept Wooroloo Sanatorinm or .

the nearest cemetery. There is no farm
and coftage after 2 life spent in the gold
mines. In 99 casges out of 100 the miner
has nothing to look forward to but a
miserable death in the Wooroloo Sana-
torium. Omn the other hand, the farmer,
if he does work long hours, has an asset
when he finishes, and, besides the asset.
has something infinitelv more valuable
still—gnod bealth, Members on the cross
Opposition benches continually harp upon
the alleged fact that the only worker in
the Commonwealth is the farmer. 1 do
not altogether disagree with their mode
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of reasoning, but surely they will admit
that the farmer is only one of the working
units of society.

Mr. E. B. Tohnston: A very importaai
unit,

Mr. MARSHALL: Agreed, but where
would he be without the coal miner, the
railway worker, the achool teacher and
nany others? Without their aid, could
he stop on the farm and produce? Every
individval who labours to supply the
necessities of society is equally important
with the farmer. When the member for
Katanning again rises to address the
Chamber, I hope he will make that point
quite clear.

Mr. Thomson: Youw would not get very
far without the farmer.

Mr., MARSHALL: And how far could
the farmer get without the other workers
I have mentionedt

Mr. E. B. Johnston :
ordinate.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, and then the
hon, member interjeeting would tell his
friende in Williams-Narrogin what a
beastly crowd the Labour Party are and
how they rob him. I know what the hon.
member says on occasion. From the Press
reports of his speeches one would never
gatber that the Labour Party bave his
sympathy equally with the other parties
represented in thiy Chamber. During the
Labour Party’s 4Y; years of office, be-
fween 1911 and 1918, they did more for
the farmer than any other party in this
State had ever done. The Labour Gov-
ernment did more for the farming in-
dustry than had ever been accomplished
before or has ever been accomplished
gince. Before leaving the all-important
question of the 44-hour week, let me say
that sinee this controversy began here, 1
have inguired into the possibility of the
shorter week driving capital out of the
State. I suppose I shall be justified in
agsuming that capital tends only towards
those corners of the globe where the hours
of work are lengthy and the wages are
low,

Mr. Thomson: Where it will get an
adequate returtk.

Mr. MARSHALL: When the electors of
Katanning get an adequate return from
their representatien in this Chamber, they
will be lueky. When I look round for ano
example I marvel that all the ecapital of
Europe has not drifted to Chiva and Tndia,
where the hours worked are anything up
to 60 or more. Capital, like any other
commaodity, is on the market for sale.
Where it gets the most adequate return
it will stay. Yet with all the argnment
for long hours and Jow wages, the trend
of soviety shows that the nation affording
its subjeets a liviog with a reasonable
standard of comfort and refinement is the
nation that wmakes most progress. In the

We should co-
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Malay Peuniosula I have, on behalf of my
firm, employed coolies at anything from
6d. to 1s. 2 day. For that wage a coolio
will work from daylight to dark. Yet
what is the state of the country where
that obtuains? It is marked by absolate
poverty, degradation, all the infectious
and rotten diseases known to men, There
is no progress in such countries. They are
practically ir a state of alavery., Do hon.
members desire te bring our country fo
that? I do not think they do, althongh
from their argumeants ove would surmise
that that is what they are after., We are
told that the Federal Government are
bleeding the farmers tbrough the tariff.
I have looked into the stagistics, and I
find the duties paid on all importations of
agricultural implements last year amountesl
to £123,000 for the whole of the Common.
wealth,

Mr. Thomson; A binder sold in Canada
for £80 costs £90 odd in Western Australia.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not dealing
with individnals. I am quoting statisties.

Mr. Mann: Does your figure include
fencing wire?

Mr, MARSHALL: It includes all
farmers’ requisites. On the other side,
the export of primary products from the
Commonwealth during 1923  totalled
£79,600,000, If we reckon what it costs
the farmer through the tariff to produce
ali that for export, it will be found to be
a relatively small sum.

Mr. Thomson: But the whole of the
duty has to be paid by the produce con-
sumed locally.

Mr, MARSHALL: The hon. member has
to prove that statement. If we take out
from the total export figures £i56,000,000
worth of wool exported last year, we have
remaining £23,600,000; and if we take from
that the £123,000 duty paid on agrieultural
implements and work it out, we find that it
represents .005d.; and that is not allowing
for local consumption. So, while I agree
with the protest against the tariff, it wusi
be remembered that others are being hit
equally hard with the farmer.
hits mining harder than it does agriculture.
We shoull organise a protest to the Federal
Government acainst the tariff that hears so
heavily on this State. Sinee I shall have an
opportunity when on the Estimates to deal
with matters of adminiatration, I do not
intend to touch wupon those guestions to-
night., .Just now, I am particolarly inter.
ested in the North-West. I had oceasion
to go throupgh a large part of that distriet
rerently. T was astounded at the awful
state of affairs brought about up there by
the Mitehell Administration. Tt is no won-
der that the clectors of the North-West de-
cided npon a marked change. The public
are always wondering why it is the North-
West has lost population. I say it is owing
to want of sympathetic administration. The
member for (laremont {Mr. North) gave us

The tariff.
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an exposition of private enterprise, eulogis-
ing its wonderul results as compared with
State enterprise. Jf during the mext recess
I can spare the time and have the necessary
money, I will take my friend through the
North-West and let him see the results of
private enterprise up there.

Mr. North: Thank you.

Mr, MARSHALL: It is astounding to see
there the effects of monopoly. Almost
every commodity, such as esplosives, butter,
ete., necessary to the prospector and the
pioveer, costs from 100 to 150 per cent.
more than it dees in Perth., Is it any won-
der that the prospector and the pioneer of
the North have gradually drifted away? It
is the direet effect of private enterprisa,
There seems to have been on the part ot the
past Government, with a view io securing
seats, a desire that certain industries in the
North-West should be killed by administra-
tion. Apart from the wells along the maiu
stock routes, wells put down in order to
develop the mining industry have been al-
lowed to fall in, with the result that pros-
pectors have had to leave the district. The
wells that did not fall in were leaged to
pastoralists.

Alr. Angeclo: But the prospector cam al-
ways use the water in those wells.

Mr, MARSHALL: If the hon. member
could but use his intellect it would be bet-
ter for us all. 'I'ne proapector can use the
wells on whieh windmills have been erected
by the squatters, but the hon. member
knows very well what it means. While the
well remains a Government well, and manual
labour is required to raise the water, no
stock loiters about the well; but the moment
the squatter leases the well and makes a
windmill pump water continually inte the
troughs, the stoek hang about the well with-
out ever leaving it. Consequertly, when
the prospector comes along he cannct pos-
sibly hawng up, but has to go on for miles
to where he can get a feed for his horse.

Mr. Chesson: That i3 an absolute fact.

Mr. MARSIIALL: And it is a erime. 1
have had to protest more than once to de-
partmental administrators for leasing wells
ang leasing and exchanging reserves. The
mining industry in that part of the State
Itz no chance of developing under such in-
tolerable conditions,

Mr. Angelu: When a well is leased like
that it is looked after, and is mot allowed
to fall in.

Mr. MARSHALL: That well is like the
hbon, member, well looked after. The min-
ing industry was responsible for the rapid
expansion of Western Augtralia. Tt is a
erving ghame that any Government should
male it so impossible in these outback parts
for the prospector to remain there. Time
and again he is driven away through the
shortage of water. There is a sinister in-
fluience hehind the whole thing. I have
heard the member for Gascoyne (Mr. An-
gelo) say in this Chamber it would be a
good thing to import indentured labeur for
the North-West, and that it is impossible

~
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for the white man to develop that ypart
of the State.
Mr. Angelo: In the extreme North-West.
Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member has

never been there.

Mr. Angelo: T have been there wmany
times,

Mr. MARSHALL: There is an attempt

to starve out the white man in order that
thete may bhe created some ground for the
importation of coloured labour. T hope the
present Government will not heed any such
propogal, but will give to the North-West
a fair share of the revenue of the State. 1
have felt it my doty to bring forward these
few facts. Government utilities, such as
State batterics, have been very much neg-
Jected. I am astounded that any prospector
has remained on the fields. Most of the
wells that have been put down at Govern-
ment expense, and are suitable for the
squatters, have been well looked after; but
those that have been unsuitable have fallen
in, The conditions up there are sueh that
one wonders how any man can live there.

Mr. Thomson: Does not the high tariff
affect the question?

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member is
speaking ns near to the truth as poasible.
My protest is against past Administrations,
and my appezl is to the present Government
for more consideration. The people at Port
Hedland have been clamouring for years for
a permanent and adequate water supply.
If that were provided Port Hedland would
probably become ome of the most popular
ports on the North-Weat coast. It is even
possible that pearlers might go there from
Broome. The people of Broome have no de-
gire to lose that trade, and do not eare
ahout Port Hedland petting a water sup-
plv. I fear that the influence of Broome, by
virtue of being the seat of government, has
beer pulling the wires to prevent Port
Hedland from getting justice. It is mnot
to be expected that a water gupply would
pay from its inceptior, but in a national
concern of this sort that is not the point.
If there ia any desire to develop that part
of the State, it behoves the Government to
give it consideration. Irrespeetive of what
the member for Claremont {Mr. Nerth) has
said, unless something can be dome, the
Government will have to step in.

Mr. North: What is there to prevent
them from doing so now? i

Mr. MARSHALL: Nothing. Probably
they will step in, and the monopoly that is
clothed in the garment of private eater-
prise will step out. I listened to a wrangle
last might as to whether it would be wise
to ray £10 an acre for clearing south-west
lands, or follow out the procedure inaugur-
ated by the late Government and pay £45
an acre. There can be no argument about
the settling of the Sonth-West. It is al.
ready ‘‘settled.’’ Members talk ebout the
dairying and hog raising indestry, and
allied activities, in the South-West, but they
have no idea of the possibilitics of those
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industries in the North. It is an estab-
lished fact that north of the Tropic of
Capricorn there arc many permanent water
supj lies bounded by beauntiful fertile Ianda.
There are streams which run all the year
round, nnd there arc places where it is pos-
sihle to congerve an unlimited amount of
water.

Mr. Angelo: Ard the rainfall is good.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. It is a singuler
thing that it should be thought tbat the
South-West is the only place onm which o
eoncentrate for dairying, To clear land
there costs a tremendous amount of money,
whereas in the North there is land all ready
to stock. Should there ever be am invasion
of this country, the danger will lie in the
North-West and not in the South-West.

Mr. Angelo: It is the weakest link in our
defence.

Mr, MARSHALL: Yes. Members have
no idea of the gecret and quict invasion of
the alien races that is-going on to-day along
our coast. The industriea I rofer to can
readily be established in the North. In
that part of the State I have seen sugar
prass growing 6 ft. in height. That can be
kept for two years and will remain sweet.
T have seen bundreds of square miles of it.
It is merely allowed te go dry, because the
stock do not eat it when it becomes rank,
but two or three weeks after it has been
hurnt off the young grass grows again, In
that part of the State nature is doing what
the late Government were doing in the
South-West by artificial means.

Mr. Angele: The prime hullocks that
come down from the North prove what the
country is like.

Mr, Mann: Where are they this year?

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member had
better take Providence to task over that
matter. There has been no rain, and the
stock eannot be travelled. Along the creeks
and running gtreams of the North there
are hundreds of square miles of grass eoun-
try on which dairy cattle could be fed.
There nrc also such grasses as kangaroo,
rice and Mitchell, and alse Kimberloy
couch, all of which grow in abundance and
in the neighbourhood of fresh water, These
grasses are swee! and palatable for stock.
Previous Governments, however, bave taken
no notice of the North from the dairying
peint of view.

Mr. Angelo: The dairy expert has never
been further North than Carnarvon,

Mr. MARSHALL: No previous Adminis-
tration hag had the courage to take stock
in the North-West, and the departments do
not know what good land there ia there and
what water frontages there are. It is only
recently that the cotton induestry obtained
a footing in this State. A certain eloment
consisting of influential men fonght against
the growing of cotton in the North-West.
They had an object. They did not want
the Government to recognise that dairying
or anything else that would bring about
closer settlement in the North would be
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successful. They bave & monopoly of the
land, and they do mot want any experiments
to prove its avitability for closer settle-
mept.

The Minister for Lands: I have given
notice of intention to resume 21000 acres.

Mr. MARSHALL: The people of the
North will realise at last that there is eour-
age in the Labour Government. One en-
terprising individual who went to the North-
‘West in 1886, took up two or three hogs and
released them. To-day there are hundreds
of pigs running wild in the North. They
have lived and thrived on the herbage, roots
and water of the country; and yet, while
such land is available, we undertake an ex-

ensive drain-the-Treasury eystem for the
Routh-West! I hope the members for Pil-
bara (Mr. Lamond) and Kimberley (Mz.
Coverley) will exert themselves to gei mem-
bers to visit that part of the State. It is a
erying shame that we should be expending
£45 to £50 per acre on land in the South-
West when there is land available in the
North. The member for Perth (Mr. Mann)
referred to the bacon industry and the large
importations annually made by England.
Alongside Wyndham there mre great possi-
bilities for this industry. Freezing works
are already provided, and shipping is avail-
able just across the strait., The defence of
this country depends upon peopling snd de-
veloping the North-West. I have figures to
show that although wool and beef are the
main products of the North, ths total
wealth  produced there in 1620 was
£3,091,000, AMeekatharra is the railhead for
the North-West, and in that same year from
the Meekatharra station there was railed
away £321,600 worth of produce and much
was also gent from Nannire, Mnl-
lewa, and other centres, Various members
representing the North-West have urged its
claims to consideration, but very littie no-
tice has heen taken of them. TE the Gov-
ernments of the past had given more atten-
tion to the North-West it ecould have now
been producing sufficient wealth to cover
the whole of the liahility necessary to clear
the South-West.

Mr. (‘overley: Tt would not have been
necessary to clear the South-West then.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Leader of the
Opposition said his Government had first
developed one portion of the State and then
gone on to another. The trouble was he
forgot tn go up: he dealt with only one
portion. It is regrettable that previons
Governments have been so inconsiderate of
the claims of the North. Had they under-
taken its development it would have 1n-
volved only a fraction of the cost of de-
veloping the wheat belt and the South-West,

Mr, North: Are you in favour of a sep-
arate State for the North-West?

Mr. MARSHALL: Ne. The mineral pos-
gibilities from Meekatharra northward are
great. If past Governmente had only under-
taken development in the North, the Btate
to-day would not have been in such an
awkward position owing to lack of railway
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facilities there. I do not dispute the right
of the farmers to get all the railway facili-
ties necessary for fheir convenience and for
the cheap transport of their products, but
they are not entitled to everything. They
cannot claim every foot of railway to be
laid during the next century. The man-
ganese de%sits at Peak Hill should be de-
veloped. nfortunately the local company
has been unsunecessful in its efforts to secure
capital for that purpose. I have a report
by Mr, Berry, a mining engineer, who for
many years has been interested in man-
ganese. He says there are at least 1,500,000
tons of manganese at Peak Hill, apart
from the possibility of large quantities be-
neath the vigible deposits. He says the
manganese deposits in India are declining
and most continue to decline. In that coun-
try the open-cut system has been abandoned
and the manganese now has to be mined.
The coolies of India are proving unfit physi-
cally for the work, and the companies will
have to employ white labour. Water also
presents a great trouble in India. Mr.
Berry, after considering all the facts, recom-
mends Western Australia to be up and doing
in order to develop its manganese deposits
and take advantage of the impending short-
age of sopplies. I have a cutting from the
‘“West Australian,’’ a paper that I admire
for ita truthfulness—occasionally. It refers
to the shortage of manganese in Europe
and America. Mr. Dunn, another expert,
strongly advises the Government of
Western  Amstralin  to  extend railway
facilities to Peak. Hill. Such a line
wonld have a  bearing on the de-
velopment of the North-West, for it
must assuredly prove to be a link in the
national syatem of railways. Every member
of the Honge seems to be appealing to the
Treasury for something. I suppose we shall
all get the same answer. The Treasury is
empty and there i3 no harm in my appeal-
ing for my portion of the State.

Mr. E. B. Johngton: What about the Fed-
cral Government building that line?

Mr. MARSHALL: It is the duty of the
Federal Government to build it because it
is a national work. I now desire to read the
final report, in order that members may
have some conception of what this expert
{hinks in regard to ocur manganese—

Fven if the output of steel, both in the
United States and in this country, slack-
eny off in the conrse of the year, the pro-
duetion of manganese ore has a consider-
able gap to make good. The experience
of ecompanies in the mangaunese trade con-
firma this statistical impression of an ap-
proaching famine. Supplies of manganese
ore for this year are practically sold out,
and supplies for 1825 are already being
contracted for. The only manganess ore
company with which the London Stock
Exchange i3 familiar i3 the Central
Provinces Prospecting Syndfeate, which
ghowed an inerease in met profita last year
of 60.6 per cent., declaring total dividends
of 25 per cent, plus 5 per cent. cash



196

Lovus, all free of tax, The outlook for

manganese ore companies is distinctly

promising.
I hope the Government will give considera-
tion to putting this line through, if the con-
dition of the finances will possibly permit
of it, All the experts, including the State
Mining Engineer, Mr. Montgomery, recog-
nise that the line should go through, and
that the immediate econstruction of the line
represents the only possibility of oor cap-
turing the market which is now developinp.
All of them emphasise that point, and Mr.
Montgomery stresses it specially. Right
through that streteh of 83 miles between
Meekatharra and Peak Hill there is aurif.
erous country, from which mnch wealth has
already been produced. There is Garden
Gnlly, which had good gold production for
many years. Prospectors are now at Gar-
den Gully, and on my last visit to Meeka-
tharra some of them showed me fine speei-
mens. Then there is Abbotts, Judpe’s
Patch, and Holden’s Find, the lagt named
one of the most promising propositions on
the Murchison.  Unfortunately Holden’s
Find is not working at present, as it has
been deemed necessary to recomstruct the
treatment plants. Mine owners are holding
bhack that expensive task in the hope that
the speedy eonstruction of a railway from
Meekatharra will reduce the cost of the
work. To many people Peak Hill is a goid-
mining centre of the past, a centre whieh
once flourished but now is dome. For the
information of such people let me give an
extract from the latest issue of the local
paper, under the heading “‘Peak Hill
Parg’’'—

Our prospectors and leaseholders are
receiving some very gratifying retarns
for their labours of the last few months,
So far the State battery returns are:—
Wardle and Milla 130 tons for 314 ozs.,
with prohably over loz. to the tom in
the sands; Walker and Burrows 106
tons for 364 ozs, tailings should average
well; E. Dowd 45 tons for 90 ozs. 12
dwts., tailings shonld also average well.
Over £3,000 to date. Jenkins and
Mahoney are mow in with sabout 160
tons expected to top the 40z per tonm.
There is a good lively ‘‘kick’’ left in
the old Peak yet.

These parcels were all Jarge, and of high
values. The railway, if constructed, will
be of great asgistance to the whole of
the country, quite apart from gold-mining.
It will materially aid in the development
of the wpastoral industry and other
primary production, At present all the
aquatters in those areas resent very much
the damage done to their stock, wheo
overlanding, by reagon of the auriferous
country between Peak Hill and Meeka-
tharra, Members conversant with the
handling of stock will mot need to be told
that after a particularly big animal has
been on the road for five or six months, its
eoming into econtact with auriferons coun-
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try renders it unfit for the metropolitan
market, by rcason of its heing footsore,
When the stock reach Meekatharra, the
squatter has to cut out a considerable
proportion. Thus his produet deteriorates
all the time it is on auriferous country,
I have no Aesire to weary members with
a long address, hut will take the oppor-
tunity whieh will offer itself on the Esti-
mates of speaking on other matters per-
taining to Government administration in
my electorate.

Mr, SAMPSON (Swan) [9.22]: I do nat
wish to be ungenerous, but I must
acknowledge tbat T regret the change of
Goverument, Further, I wish to express
my feeling of repret at the defeat of our
late leader, Mr. 1I. K. Maley. As Min-
istor for Agriculture that gemtleman was
a very carmest and painstaking servant of
the people. Apart from that fact, he
represented the agricultural constituency
of Greenough. The work Mr. Maley did
in stamping out rinderpest would alone
justify good treatment of him by those
who are inferested in primary production,
Unfortunately, ecirecamstances combined
to deprive the State of his services.
Having read the Governor’s Speech, I
recognise, like other members, that that
document is to a large extent an acknow-
ledgment of the work which the late Gov-
ernment carried out.

The Minister for Lands: The Governor’s
Speech usually gives a statement of the
work of the previous year.

Mr., SAMPSON: I wish to remind the
Minister for Lands of the promise made
by the late Premier that the deficit would
be reduced for the last financial year to
not more than a quarter of a million. That
promise has been more than fulfilled. Tt
is not often that predictions of that
nature are borne out so fully as has been
the case with the late Premier’s forecasts,
Western Australia is in a better position
to-day becanse of the advances made
during the Mitchell Administration’s term
of office. T only hope that the present
Administration will continue the good
work of their predecessors, and follow the
excellent example which has heen set.

The Minister for Lands: T hope they
will vary it in some respects.

Mr. SAMPSON: The reduction in the
deficit was actually to £229,158, and here
is a most important point: when the late
Government went out of office, there was
no unemployment.

Mr. Hughes: You know different from
that,

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member in-
terjecting, to judge by the volume of
sound he emits, feela competent to express
an opinion on any subject. However, I
challenge him or any other member to
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prove that there was unemployment when
the late Government went out.

The Minister for Works: If you had
been in my office during the first week I
took over, you would bhave seen hundreds
of unemployed there every morning.

Mr. SAMPBON: No one can wonder at
that who bears in mind what was expected
from the Minister for Works. Not only
was there no unemployment

Mr. Hughes: There was unemployvment.

Mr, SAMPSON: There were more posi-
tions available tban there were men to
fil} them.

The Minister for Works: Now youn are
repeating the *‘‘West Australian.’”’ Do
give us something original.

Mr. SAMPSON: In addition I claim
that the State was, and I believe it still
is, on the up grade. I want to see the
present Government maintain that con-
dition of things. In common with every
member on the Opposition side of the
House, I will do anyibing in my power
to assist towards the attainment of that
end. I realise that anything in the nature
of merely destructive criticiam is useless.
An attitude of pure destructiveness is one
which T trust I have never adopted. I
realize that although T have had the hon-
our of being Colonial Secretary, I am a
very young member of Parliament; and
as such I may still retain the ideals to
which reference was made earlier this
evening. One of my youthful ideals wasa
that one should not indulge in eriticism
that is merely destructive. However,
there is one matter to which I think refer-
ence may justly be made—the action of
the present Government in reducing the
hours of work of employees of the Public
Works Department from 48 to 44 per
weck. That action was, as has been saia,
a usurpation of the functions of the Arbi-
tration Court; and yet Ministers did not
hesitate to bring about, of their own
volition, that reduction, It has been
claimed during this debate that the prin-
eiple of the d4d4.hour week was clearly
enuncviated during the gemeral election, I
will admit that; but I wish to add, fully
and frankly, that when the present
Premier went into the Swan electorate he
refrained from making any such declara-
tion.

The Minister for Worka: DPerhaps that
js why the Labour man did not win there,

Mr. SAMPSOK: By interjection the
Premier made reference to the alleged action
of a member on this side of the House, who,
he said, when before his electors, was care-
ful to ahstain from any allusion to the pro-
posed reduction of hours.

The Minister for Lands: Did the Premier
refer to it in his policy speech?

Mr, SAMPSON: Yes, he did. In reply
to the wmember for TFast Perth (Mr,
Hugher), let me say that the Premier made
no unfair references when he came to the
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Swan eléctorate. I unreservedly admit that
it is not the habit of the Premier to be un-
fair, I am sorry I caunot say the sawe of
the member for East Perth.

Mr. Hughes: You went around sayiug
the other fellow was low, and I said he
could not possibly be lower than you. RBut
he fought elean; and that is why you won
and he lost,

Mr. SBAMPSON: After making one more
statement on this subjeet L shall ask to be
allowed to pass to other and pleasanter
topics, When the member for East Perth
went into the Bwan electorate, he did me a
very great service, for when one speaks
slightingly, and not truthfully, of a candi-
date, then that candidate is materially as-
sisted.

Mr, Hughes: Where I spoke the vates
were against you.

Mr. SAMPSON: No.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr, S8AMPS0ON: This interlude has becu
canged by the interjection of the member
for East Perth who stated that the Premier
spent so much time in speaking about
me. That was not se. The Premier is not
so petty, He is possessed of too mueh wis-
dom, It is because of that that he is so
diflicult to contend against. If the Premier
had adopted the attitude that the iember
for East Perth thinks is correct, I would
still be on the Ministerial side of the House,

Mr. Hughes: o you not think we should
have told the public of the meat scandal
at Claremont?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not know that we
should discuss what the houn. member refers
to as the *‘Claremont meant seandal.'’

Mr, Lutey: The Commission proved that
frozen meat was supplied to the institution.

AMr. SAMPSON: The hon, member may
ask ome of his own Ministers for the full
particulars, and he may le sorry that he
interjected.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: No, not even on the
evidenee taken at the appeal which they
had no right to give!

Mr. SAMPSON: The Honorary Minigter
will remember that when the report of the
select comnmittee was before the House T
drew attention to two answers given by him
that were conmtradiectory. T said that the
evidence was very sloppy and unconvineing.
T do not intend to pursue the subject mow,

Mr. Hughes: It was a unanimous report.

Mr. Latham: It could nei be otherwise
seeing that it was a select committee.

Mr. BAMPSON: To revert to the remark.
able action takem by Cabinet in deriding
that the employees of the Public Works
Department should have their hours re-
duced, it was not in the interests of the
State to pgive that concession to the men
employed by one department. Tt makes for
discontent and for a desire on the part of
workers outside the department to share in
those benefits.

The Minister for Railways:
wrong with that, if they get it?

What is
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Mr. SAMPSON: The Premier referred
in doleful tones to the heavy obligations
that certain works had cast upon him. He
gave the House & list of railways that had
been authorised as well as the water works
and other concerns,

Hon. & W. Munsie: All of which your
Government approved of, but for which they
did not make any attempt to find the money.
They left that to the Labour Govermnent,

Mr. SAMPSON: That is not true.

Hon. 8, W. Munsie: It is absolutely true.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SAMPSON: I can assure ithe House
that the Mitehell Government did not ex-
pect that the position would he altered.
They expeeted to be in charge of the Treas:
ury benches this session,  Circomastances,
however, vombined to defeat that Adminis-
tration.

Mr. Hughes: Your representative in the
Upper House said that the return of the
Mitehell Governitent was doubtful.

Mr, Latham:  FEvidently he spoke the
truth.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Premier was pessi-
mistie in his references to the diffieulties
ahead of him.

The Minister for Railways: He was point.
ing out facts.

Mr. SAMPSON: He told the House that
he had lain awake for many hours wonder-
ing how he would get over those diffienlties.
This in face of the decision of Cabinet
that the Public Works Department em-
ployees should have their working hours re-
duced from 48 to 44!

Mr, Lotey: The Government will get more
work, too.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is an affront io
the workers! When it is said that a man
who works 44 hours does as much work as
he can in 48 hours, it is an insult to those
men.

The Minister for Railways:
thing was said before.

Mr. SAMPSON: The inference is that
men leaf on their joba.

The Minister for Railways: WNo, we say
they work harder when they have ghorter
houra.

Mr. SBAMPSON: If a man is healthy
and works under good conditioms, partico-
larly the outdoor man, he can work for 48
hours without suffering any disabilities. We
would all like to see hours reduced, but if
the privilegze is accorded to the employees
of the Public Works Department, why not to
the employees of the road boards, of the
municipalities, and to others as well. Why
‘should they not receive the same advantage?

Mr. Hughes: They shounld receive it
too.

The Minister for Railways:
boards can grant similar hours.

Mr. SAMPSON: But the question is,
can we afford to do it? )

Mr. Hughes: Of course you could, if
vou reduced the margin of profit yen re-
quired.

The same

The road
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Mr. SAMPSON: That reminds me of
the lires of poetry we learnt at school

There none was for a party
Then all were for the State,
Wag this decision in the interests of the
State, or was it, in @ measure, payment in
fulfilment of promises given during the elec-
tion eamp

The Minister for
poliey.

Mr. SAMPSON: Wag it right to advocate
such a policy before the election?

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: Yes. If we believed
the workers had been robbed of it, we were
right in saying we would restore it. ‘That
was the true pogition. The workers we
robbed of the privilege, aml we gave it
back to them.

Mr, SAMPSON: What is the position
now{

The Minister for Lands: You are not
30 ungencrous as a rule. You are on the
way to getting a good dressing down, 1
am sorry to hear you make such a state-
ment as you have made. I would be sorry
to make such mistakes ag you made, costing
this country thousands of pounds.

Mr, SAMPSON: The Minister for Landa
is good at dressing down people, but when
I refer to him it will be time for him to
answer me.

The Minister for Lands: You were re-
ferring to me when you talked about the
general election. Youn referred to remarks
by one member and them you included the
lot.

Mr. SAMPSON: Exaetly.

The Minister for Lands:

Mr. SAMPSON: If the Minister for
T.ands jumpe at this, there iz evidently good
reason for what I am saying.

The Minister for Lands: There is na
reason. I have a right to advocate my
policy just ags you have to advoecate yours.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I am not 50 coneelted
as to think that even in my short political
life T have not made mistakes. I eonceive
it my duty, however, to protest against the
action of the Government in unsurping the
functions of the Arbitration Court.

The Minister for Lands: What did you
do? TYou have caused an expenditure of
£20,000 in conneection with the soldiers’
mental home and did it before the elec-
tions. That-was a responsibility the Federal
authorities should have carried.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have not referred to
the mental home.

The Minister for Lands: It was one of
the most disgraceful things I have ever
heard of.

Mr, SPEAEKER: Order!

Mr. SAMPSON: The position as I un-
derstood it when T left office was that every-
thing was in order for the work to be
done.

The Minister for Lands:
tn find half the money.

Luands: [t was our

You will get
it

The State had
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Mr. SAMPSON: Yes.

The Minieter for Landa: That is £20,:
that should have been found by the Com-
moawealth.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is the position
in Bouth Australia, too, because I diseussed
the matter with the Inspector General for
Houspitals when 1 was over there.

The Mianister for Lands: I do¢ not care
what the position is there. It is wrong.

Mr. SAMPSON: Does the Minister for
Lands suggest that this State should get
preferential treatment? 1 understood the
whole matter was completed, and that t!

agreement had been fixed. I think the
secheme was a proper onc.
The Minister for Lands: You would

never draw up such an agreement for your-
self,

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not know that 1
could induce the Commaonwealth to find halt
the money for any proposition of mine.

The Minister for Railways: It was a
responsibility that the Federal Government
should have wholly undertaken.

Mr. SAMPSON: Reverting to the 44-
hour question, the remarke of the Lieader of
the Opposition were thoroughly justified.
Sir James Mitchell said that tbe reduetion
of the working week fo 44 hours should
bring with it an increase in wagea because
the reduction of hours would cause an in-
erease in the cost of living.

Mr. Hughes: Did you make it clear
throughout your constituency in your elec-
tion campaign that you opposed the 44-
hoor week?

Mr. SAMPSON: T always said I was
not in favour of that reduction when I
was asked.

Mr. Hughes:
misheard you.

Mr. SAMPSON: I suppose the member
for East Perth believes what he states, 1
ask him, bowever, what hearers of mine
sugpest otherwise? I challenge him to prove
his assertion. Of course he cannot do so.

Hon, 8. W, Munsie: T spoke in your
electorate only once, and I dealt fully with
the question.

Mr. SAMPSON: I acknowledge that 1
did not hear of that. Apart from the mem-
ber for East Perth, every political oppon-
ent in my constituency was perfectly fair
and there was nothing to take exception
to.

Mr, Hughea: What was said by me?

Mr. SAMPSON: T was treated fairly.

Mr. Hughes: You made a charge against
me. What 4id T say that was unfair?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, SAMPSON: The hon. member in-
troduced the subject himself.

Mr. Hughes: What did I say that was
unfair?

Mr, SPEAEKER:
low this discussion.

Mr. Hughes: You know it is a lie. You
ar> begaing the question.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Then there are a lot who

Orderl I cannot a'-
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Mr, SAMPSON: Last session the then
member for Guildford moved a motion
that was amended by the member
for East Perth in favour of the ap-
pointment of & Royal Commission to
deal with the apprenticeship guestion
and the articles connected with the pro-
fessions. Then the member for South
Fremaatle, who was a member of the Com-
mission, became Minister for Works and
that Royal Commission did not funetion. 1
regret that the Commission did not ait be-
cause there is a great need for a coosider-
ation of that subject. There is a great neeil
tfor tradesmen throughout Western Austra-
lia, and indeed throughout the Common-
wealth. It is well known that in the event
of unemployment, those who are thrown out
of work are invariably those who are not
tradesmen. In these circumstances, it is in
the interests of the State that ascmething
should be done to enable our youths to learn
trades.

Hon. S. W, Munsie: I agree with youn. I
wish you could find places where the youths
could learn trades.

Mr. SAMPSON: In my opinion every
employer should be compelled to employ
as many apprentices as the award or
agreement permita.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: T agree with that,
too.

Mr, BAMPSON: The unions might agree
to liberalising the econditions governing
the employment of spprentices, and remove
some of those restrictions whereby employ-
crs are compelled to take apprentices in cir-
cumstances that are regarded as unprofit-
able. T hope a similar motion will be
brought forward this session. Tt is needed
aml I know that members will approve of
it. T am glad to hear that the Government
intend to take action regarding the alloca-
tion of traffic fees. However, that is a
parochial matter, and bevond referring io
it as an introduetion to the question of
the Main Roads Bill, T wil! say no more.
At a later stage I hope to have an oppor-
tunity for disenssing the Main Roads Bill,
Tt is long overduoe, and I trust the Minister
for Works wili hring down such a measure
as will have a speedy passaze through the
House.

Mr. Latham:
fieder roads first.

Mr, SAMPSON: Certainly feeder roads
are npecessary. We want equitable treai-
ment for all districts in respect of the in-
terpretation of ‘‘main roads.’’ TItis byno
means an easy matter, for people living in
any centre invariably believe that the road
lending to that centre is a main road. Dur-
ing the recent controversy in the Press over
goad roads, reference was made to a pro-
posed ta¥ on petrol and a proposed tax on
mofor tyres. T am oppoesed to both. I do
not think either will elucidate the great
difficulty in finding money for our roads.

The Minister for Lands: How has the
tax worked in the Old Country?

I hope he provides for
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Mr. SAMPSON: I do not know, but the dif-
ficulties there are not as great as they are here.

The Minister for Lands: Good roads meap
heavy rates ior the land owmer.

My, SAMPSON: 8till, there can be no
progress without good reads. A tax ocan
petrol would affect only those who use
motor-driven vehicles. There are also
horse-drawn and steam-driven vehicles
using our roads,

Mr, Chesson: But they do not eut up the
roads as the motor does.

Mr. SAMPSON: The steam-driven vebi-
cle carries enormous loads. I am told that
one wijghing six tons in itself curries an
additional eight tons.

The Minister tor Launds:
have rubber tyres.

Mr, SBAMPSON: No, but even if they
had, the weipht would have to be carried,
aml the culverts and bridges in our country
districts are not sufficiently strong to sup-
port thosze loads in safety. I want to Yook
at thir iu a broad light and realise that
the motor has eome to stay, and that theve-
fore it is an obligation on every local au.
thority to provide necessary roads. But the
proposed tax on petrol would he unfair,
becanse impoued on but one section of the
traffic. Let us go further and sec what
money the motor industry provides for the
Commonwealth. 1 find that in duty the

They do not

Commonwealth received last year fram th-'

mator industry £2,121,493, Western Austra-
lia contributing £04,060. That money should
be the property of the State, T realise this
is mot the Federal Parliament. Still, the
Premier and his Ministers might stress this
point and endeavour to secure for the State
that duty imposed upon the State’s wotor
industry.

The Minister for Lands: In Fremantle
every tram car we run costa ws £75 per
anmnum,

Mr. SAMPSON; The day of the tram
car has nearly gone, at all events, in con-
gested areas. Tan London seme years ago [
noted that in busy parts there were nol
trams, but meotor busea, the trams being
used in the Jees congested areas. The time
i3 not far distant when the same plan will
have to he adopted in Meltbourne and Syd-
ney and, later, in the smaller eapitals, How-
ever, the man on the land would be penal-
ised under the petrol tax, inasmuch as the
roads in the eity are better than thase in
the eountry, where the users of roads hav-
to rely largely cn the natural surface, So
those using retrol-driven vehicles would pav
a tax for which they received no benefit. A
tax on tyres ¢an be regarded in the same
way, There is a widespread idea that the
poscession of 2 motor car postulates the

possession of mueh wealth, Buot the time
has mene by when it was necessary
to have moeh money beforr owning
a car. Moreover, a ocar is 3 pecessity
for many. Tn faet it has made walking a
luxury.

The Minister for Lands: It is the heavy
motors that Jdamags the roads.
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Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, but the motor has
come to stay, and we must make provision
for it. Let us utilize the motor as a
feeder for our railways and take the fight
inte the camp of those opposed to our
railways. I hope it will be possible in the
not far distant future to electrify the
railways in the suburban areas. To revert
to roads: I have a word to say about the
Federal grant. The cenditions imposed
are altogether too severe. In Western
Australia it is made a condition that the
money ghall not be spent on any road
having a grade of more than one in six-
teen, In undulating eountry that grade
is certainly severe,  Then, too, there
is the condition that the clearing shall be
22 feet. That is unnecessary for feeder
roads. There ig such an immense distance
to be covered by our roads that this
money, much as it may seem, is really but
a drop in the ocean of what is required.
It will not go far, and I suggest that the
Minister for Works shouid bring the sub-
jeet under the coosideration of the Fed-
eral authorities with a view to having the
conditions liberalised. The executive com-
mittee of the Road Boards Aseociation
should have been consulted upon the con-
ditions imposed.

The Minister for Lands: The Common-
wealth impose the couditions,

Mr., SAMPSON: That is eo, 8till, the
Minister might well approack tbe Federal
authorities with a view to getting those
conditions liberalised, XNow I want to
touch upon one or two questions of
sociological import. We have iz Perth, as
in other hig ecities, a mental observation
waril. It is located at the Perth hospital
T understand the Ministry are thoroughly
gympathetic in regard to this matter,
There was purchased by the late Govern-
ment a site at Point Heatheote for the
erection of a mental reception house, and
a convalescent home., For many years the
need for a wental nome has been recog-
niged. Past Gavernments have overlooked
their plain duty in this regard. Af
present should amybody become mentally
afiticted, ke is temporarily placed in the ob-
servation ward at the Perth Hospital It is
a dreadfnl, a hellish place, with an cutlock
on the inorgue and on the rubbish
destructor. Tn the female ward there was
nriginally accommodation for six patients.
To-duy it contains 11 patients. To an
extent the pesition is reproduced in the
male ward. Members, T am sure, will he
horrified at the dreadful conditions that
exist. Take the case of 8 mother who
becomes temporarily mental,

The Minister for Laads: You were in
echarge for three vears, and we have been
in charge for three months.

Mr. SAMPSON: T have not specially
referred to the Minister, nor indeed to the
Ministry generally. 8till, they have bheen
in office for four mamths, and during that
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period they might have made further pro-
gress than hag been done.

The Minister for Lands: It is also a
question of funds.

Mr, SAMPSON: Four months ia 8 com-
paratively short period in which to view
such a big gquestion, Imagine anyone
being immured in a place like that for
four months. There is no comfort or any-
thing attractive about it, but everything
to repel. There is a beautiful site at Point
Heatheote, but unfortunately a building
requires to be erected. When in Adelaide
a few weeks ago I had the privilege of
visiting the reception home at Enfield with
the Inspector General of Hospitals, Dr,
Morris. Y also learned that the Minister
for Lands, when Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, had visited the institution.
He has always been interested in this sub-
jeet. I thought when he took office the
utmost expedition wovuld be shown in alter-
ing the present conditions.

The Minister for Lands: There was no
necessity to spend £60,000, according to
the plans approved of by your Govern-
ment. We want a home, not an institu-
tion, something similar to that which they
have in the Eastern Siates.

Mr. SAMPSON: All I want is that such
a home should be provided as guickly as
possible, I should be quite satisfied to
have one like the Enfield institution,
which eost £26,000.

The Minister for Lands: The local in-
atitution was to bave eost £60,000.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is unneeessarily
expengive.

How 8. W, Munsie: Why did you ap-
prove of it?

Mr, SAMPSON: Surely the Honerary
Miniater knows that the Colonial Secre-
tary is mot the Treasurer. How could I
approve of that expenditure? For the sum
of £26,000 the Governmeat of South Aus-
tralia have erected a place that is a home
in every semse of the word. If one nad
a near and dear relative there, one would
not suffer the dreadful shock that is ex-
perienced by putting a relative into the
Perth observation ward.

The Minigter for Lands: I usked you 18
montbs zgo to send for the plang from
South Australia, and T =zlso asked Mr.
Broun. The South Australian place eost
half the money you wanted to spend on
palatial buildings.

Mr. SAMPSON: T have never pregsed for
palatial buildings, or for a large structure.
A building can always be added to. We
do not require a big institution, berause
there are not many people concerned. Thore
are, however, snfficient persons affected to
make this a matter of importance, If we
consider these people we shall doubtless re-
duce the number who are passed into the
Hospital for the Insanme as certificated
mental invalids. The home at Enfield is
delightfully situated, and is sympathetically
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administered. On the tables one sees
flowers. Imagine any one finding flowers
in the observation ward of the Perth Hos-
pital! 1t would be like looking for a piano
in a stable. T hope the Government will
expedite this matter and will have erected
as c¢arly as possible a mental reception home
for gufferers from temporary mental disa-
bitity, This will give them an opportunity
to regain their health. I am sorvy a ditli-
culty has arisen over the soldiers’ mental
home at Claremont, | was under the im-
pression when the late Government went out
of office that this matter had been settled.
T rogret that all this time has elapsed with-
ot n real start being made with the work.
There is great need for prison reform, The
prisoners are a long way from us, and per-
haps we do not realise the serionsness of
thiz question. When in Adelaide T wvisited
the Yatala stockade. T saw prisoners theve
earrying out useful work. Not for the
value of the work, but for the beneiit that
would accrue to prisoners a similar farm
should be established here. Prior to my
relinquishing office, the prison farm ques-
tion liad been developed. Tt only remained
to find the money for the purchase of the
property for us to have & prison farm.
Western Australia has lagged behind.
Every other civilised country in the world
that I know of has its prison farm.
In New Zealand prisoners are utilised
for road making, afforestation, and ia
other directions. When wag in the
Dominion in 1922, I learped that np-
wards of 90 million trees had been
planted by prison labour. That prineiple
i3 being followed more or less in the other
States. There iz an ‘'honour system’’ in
vogue in New South Wales. Prisoners are
cncouraged to secure for themselves the
right to carry out certain work. They are
taught different trades and farming opera-
tions, and in some instances they are put
on to clearing. In a New South Wprl.s
paper the other day an article appuu.cl
dealing with the treatment of eriminals,
particularly at the Emu Plaing prison farm.
where the ‘‘honour system’' prevails for
young offenders. The article says—

That the New South Wales treatment
of criminals is excellent—particularly at
Emu Plains prison farm where the ‘‘hon-
our system '’ is used with young offenders
—is the opinion of Professor James
Lichtenberger, of the Schoel of Sociology,
of Pennsylvania University, whe is visit-
ing Australia.  Professor Lichtenbergrr
has heen 14 vears with the university of
Pennsylvania, and during that period he
has given close atudy to erimninology and
rrison reform, a subject which has at-
tracted sorme of the test brains of Amer
ica, ‘Tt is being realised,'’ sazid the
Professor, ‘‘that by destreying hope in
the mind of the ¢riminal, you are des
troying all chance of improvement. Tt is
only along curative lines that anv lasting
good will be seeured. It is only by treat-
ing the criminal a3 vou would the sick
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that you can expect amendment. Why
treat him as a bad man, and hold cut no
hope to him?'' Professor Lichlenberger
takes the view that there is omly a small
percentage of cases where such methods
would be neeessary. Me says that there
should be other ways of treatment. At
Emu Plains the Professor saw healthy
and courteous young men working in the
gordens, and practically on parole. ‘They
were free from the blighting depression
of a large gaol.
At the Yatala stockade the men are put on
to do gardening and farming, and some are
engaged in quarrying, I should like to pay a
tribute to the work done by the comptroller
of our prisons, Mr. Trethowan, and the aect-
ing compiroller, Mr, Dibdin, both of whom
tuke a preat interest in their duties. Dur-
ing Mr. Trethowan's abseuce in the Eastern
States he visited many institutions, and
brought baeck with him a mass of informa-
tion of the utmost value. T hope it will be
possible for the Government to do some-
thing here on the lines laid down in the
Eastern State. The superintendent of the
Premantle prison, in his anaunal report,
says—

My greatest trouble is to get sufficient
work in order to keep prisoners fully em:
ployed. . . . . In my opinion it i3 a short-
sighted policy not keeping these men fully
employed. If they were, it would be bet-
ter for the prisoners, the officials, and the
Government. For the prisoner because,
while eonstantly emplioyed, he concen-
trates on his work, forgets to brood over
his sentence, and is more fitted to take
up his position as a worker in the outsida
world on his release from prison. For the
officials because, while the prisoner is
working he is less likely to get into mis-
chief, and, in consequence, gives lesy
trouble. For the Government, because he
is helping to maintain himaself, thereby
relieving the taxpayer to a certain ex-
fent, .. ... [ wounld draw special atten-
tion to the report of the Indeterminate
Sentences Board that nothing further has
ween done towards selecting a suitable site
for the establishment of a prison farm
volony, and that the delay is hampering
the efforts of the board in their en-
deavour to reform those who come under
their control. Everything possible is
being dome by the hoard and the officers,
who snpervire this class of prisoner, in
the way of reform under the prevailing
conditions.

The chairman of the Indeterminate Sen-
Board reports--

The board feel that they canmot tuo
strongly urge the necessity for the im-
mediate provision of some proper place
for the reception and treatment of in-
mates away from common gaol surround-
ings, and unless something is done somm
in the direction indieated, the beard feel
that their sphere of usefulness, being sa
limited, they must consider the guestion
of resigning their position as members of
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the board. ... The board desire to point

out that the question of the establishment

of a farm colony has been mentioned ia

every report since the board has been cs-

tablished.
The board has been doing good work, but it
is very little wonder they are digcouraged.
Year after year they put forward recom-
mendations that always fall on deaf eary,
1 hope the Government will establish a
prison farm, and give to the good conduct
inmates an opportunity to rvirieve Lheir
positions.

Mr. Corboy: Did you not coutro! that
department for some time!

Mr, BAMPBON: Yes, The farm was T
commended, and it is now only a maiter of
finding the money.

Mr. Corhoy: How long were you in coa-
trol?

The Minister for Mines: It was an easy
matter to recommend a farm.

Mr. Corboy: Were you not there long
encugh to carry out the job?

Mr. SBAMPSON: I am sorry I was not
there long enough to complote it. It would
be a fine thing to give this opportunity to
voung men. On their release they would
ne longer be a nenace to society, but an

asset.  They would be able to earn
a  living for themselves, At the
present time when a man iy theld
in  prison without sufficient employ-

ment to prevent him beeoming soft, he
is incapable of doing a hard day’s work
when he gets ont. Consequentty the temp-
tation to commit crime becomes greater.
There is no need to spend a lot of money
in this direction, The men themselves could
do the clearing, and farms conld ba de-
veloped gradually. With such an instite-
tion Western Australia would take its place
with the other States, and we would be able
to take a step forward in prison reform.

Mr. Corboy: You want to add to our
burdens a debt that your Government was
not prepared to incur.

Mr. SAMPSON : 1 believe the farm
would be gelf-supporting from the com-
mencement.

Mr. Corboy: But your farmers.tell us
that applies to hardly any of them,

Mr. SAMPSON: T believe it would
apply here. At Yatala in South Australia
highly satisfactory results have been ge-
cored.

Mr. Hughes: You want us to make good
one of your own deficiencies.

Mr, SAMPSON: I do not wish it to be
regarded from a party standpoint. It
should be considered from the standpoint
of the State. If it is a good thing, it
should be advisable for the present adminis-
tration to undertake it.

Mr. Corboy: It would have been 8 good
thing for you to do. Why didn’t vou do
it? You were in charge.

Mr. Hughes: He was never in charge.

Mr, SAMPSON: Let me now refer to
the Queensland fruit marketing scheme. A
short while since a Couneil of Apgrieniture
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was formed in Queensland, the work of
which was to organise and do all it eounld
in respect to marketing. It undertook the
organisation of the fruit industry. There is
no more difficult industry to organise, and
there is no industry that has suffered worse
than the fruit industry. Unfortunately the
industry has suffered through over-produe-
tion or lack of organisation, wvsually the
latter. An effort is being made in the north-
castern State to bring about a change. As
recently as July of last year a conference of
growers, called hy the Council of Agricul
ture, was held to disenss the whole question,
DPrior to the conference a review of exist-
ing methods of marketing Queensland fruat
had heen prepared and a copy of the book-
let bad heen distributed to all registered
fruit growers. Tt was decided that control
wns neeessary aml that to this end statu-
tory power would have to be obtained. The
Minister for Agrievltnre promised to in-
troduce n Bill, and in October last it passed
the Chamber, and came into operation on
the 1st January of this year. The Fruit
Orpainsation Marketing Act of Queensland
eontrols all matters relating to fruit pro-
duced in Queensland, In addition to con-
trolling all marketing fthe committee of
direction have full power in respect of
transport, and bave representatives in the
hig southern markets of Sydney, Melbourae,
and, T believe, Newcastle, and possibly Bal-
larat and Adelaide. These representatives
discuss with the agenty the question of the
supply of Queensland fruits required dor-
ing the suceeedinp four weeks. The only
agents in the sonthern markets permitted to
handle the froit are those wko have fwen
approved by the committee of direction.
This is a good thing, becaunse it precludes
the possibility of growers sending their pro-
duce to agents who are unflnancial. The
eommittee now contemplate going still fur-
ther. When I was in Brisbane a few weeks
ago I wag informed that the committee
were likely to require the sonthern agents
to enter into a fidelity bond or find a bank
guarantee to the amount of £500, To this
proposal a majority of the agents have mno
objection. The work of the committes of
direction is to direct. The keynote of the
seheme ir to control. There is power under
the Act to impose fines and strike levies,
but so far there has beem no occasion to
do either. The committee are proceeding
slowly but surely, and T am convinced after
my inquiries amongst fruitgrowers in south-
ern Queensland that this method will result
in great advantage to them. During the re-
cent clections in this State the Queensland
Act was discussed, and I understand the

Premier intends to introduce a similar
measur>. T weleome that proposal, sabject

to a vote being taken of growers that pro-
duce fruit commereially.
Mr, Lutev: You have heen converted.
Mr, SAMPSON: A vote of the growers
was not taker in Queensland, and to that
extent the claims of demoeracy were not
given reasonable congideration. I am sure
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such a measure would benmefit our growers,
and I bhave arrived at that conclusion after
having discussed the Queensland Aect with
both fruitgrowers and agents. All ageuts
do not favour the Queensland Act, but in
my opinion a good agent has nothing te
fear. The committee of direction take the
view that, irrespective of whether the agent
hag resson to complain, he does not come
into the question. The frujt is the pro-

perty of the growers, and it is their
privilege to say how it shall be
disposed of. There are in Brisbane

approximately S0 fruit agents, and inost of
them are auctioneers as well. Hitherto
these agents have handled banapas as welt
as other fruits, but the committee of direc-
tion have decided that the handling of
hananas in Brisbane shall be limited to one
agent, an employee of the committee, It
i3 a remarkable fact that the committee have
operated without having to obtain finaneial
assigtance. Revenue is obtained from fruit

barrous and stalls and from tramsport.

They took over from the Southern Queens-
land Fruit Marketing Co. the business of
trunsport and developed it, and it is elaimed
that £15,000 bas already been saved to the
growers.  Only the fringe of the business
has yet been touched; it is too carly for
the scheme to have acecomplished much, but
sufficient has been done to show that it i~
sound and practieable and that the growers
will benefit from it. Bome people are of
opinion that this is really a fruit pool, but
it is not a pool in any sense. It is a form
of compulsory co-operation. We know what
has happened in respect to the Australian
Dried Fruoits Association. For years this
big organisation, which operates chiefly
from the Sunraysia districts on the Murray
and other dried fruit districts of the East-
ern States, hay enleavoured to control the
priec of dried fruits, but there has always
been the difficulty that approximately 10
per cent. of the growers are not members,
It is true that 80 per cent. of the prodves
had to be exported from Australia, aud i
was but fair that all growers should par-
ticipate in the export. Owing to 10 per
cent. of growers not being membuers, there
was no control and so the members of the
ADTF.A have found their position unten-
able. 8o it is realised that only by com-
pulsory co-operation can the full benefits
of co-operation be secured. That iz the
scheme of the committec of direction and
T hope it will be possible to organise a
similar scheme here.

The Minigster for Lands:
away with individualism.

Mr. SAMPRON: No, it will not. The
good grower and the careful packer will
still receive better rcturna than will the eare-
less grower and the eareless packer. The re-
presentative of the committee of direction
in Sydney confers with the recognised agents
and ascertains the guantity of Queensland
fruit that will be required there. That in-
formation is sent to the chairman of the
committee of direction, and he passes it on

That will do
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to tle local producers’ assoeiation, who iu
turn distribute the order amongst the mem-
bers. The prices secured are mot uwniform.
Ther¢ may be a minimum price, but the
price is in acecordance with the quality of
the fruit forwarded, Tbhus there is no
elimination oi individualism. If there were,
I shoull hesitate to recommend the scheme.

The Minister for Lands: 1f it is com-
pulsory, it must mean the wiping out of
individualism. If you compel me¢ to joiu
2 union, wy individualism is gone.

Mr. SAMPRON: There is compulsion,
Lut the prower receives for his {ruit the
price it brings on the market. The grower
may send to any of the selected and ap-
proved upents that .operate. The scheme
does not eliminate eompetition, If it diil,
is would be doomed to failure. <'ut ont
competition and you take uway the ineceutive
to do one's best. It will still be necessary
for growers to produce the right varietivs
of good fruit and pack it carefully.

Mr. Marshall: Vghat is the difference be-
tween cotnpulsory ec-operation and aoecial-

jam?

Mr. SAMPSON: That is a question the
hon. member mwight study. At this stage
1 uam not prepared to smswer it. This iy
not secialism in the aceepted wenae.

Mr. Marshall: Ob, no!

Mr. SAMPSOX: It is organisation, and
the difference under this schieme is the dif-
ference between organisation and disorgan-
isation.

Mr. Marshall: Will you give your sup-
port to such a measure for this State?

Mr. SAMPSON: Uadoubtedly I will,
gubject, as I have said, to a vote being
taken of the growers, I do think the grow-
ers, who are most concerned, should have an
opportunity of declaring whether or not
they desire an eractment of this nature. 1
do not believe in introdncing a Bill, as was
done in Nueensland, hringing it in and fore-
ing the growers, willy-nilly, to swallow it
holus-bolus without a vote being taken.

Mr. Marshall: How would we have got
on without the wheat pool?

Mr. SAMPSON: Tf the question had bhren
pat to th. Queensiand fruitgrowers, T fullv
believe they wonld have adopted the Bitl. Tt
was the right of evervy Queensland grower
to have am opportunity of voting for or
against the scheme,

Mr. Marshall: How wonld we have pot
on with the wheat growers if the course you
angeest had heen followed?

My, SAMPROXN: This position iz not
quite the same.

Mr. Marshall: Be fair!

Mr. SAMPSON : The ohieet of the
Queensland Act is to enntrol the fruit in-
dustry, to prevent gluta. to prevent famines,
and tn see that all residents of the State.
esnoeially these in outhack distriets, shall
have the oprartunity of seenring froit at
reasonable prices. Further, the committee
of Aireetion have absolute nower over re-
tailing, Tf thev »re Adissatisfied with the
eondnet of a retailer, that retailer ean he
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controlled, amd if necessary stopped. In
connection with the esale of fruit from bar-
rows it has often been remarked that the
good fruit is shown and the bad fruit put in
the bag.  The fruit barrows are controlled in
Quecnsland. As time goes on, the committee
of direction will secure complete control of
all branches of the fruit industry. The
great majority of Queensland growers with
whom I discussed the matter are fully con-
vinced ‘that their position will be much bet-
ter in the future than it has been in the
past. OUne important advantage already
secured iz conneeted with the pine-apple
crop, Hitherto the canneries were able to
bmy pinc-apples at 23 6. per ease dur-
ing gluts. But now, thanks to the av-
tion of the committee of direction, the can-
neries have agreed to pay a minimum price
of 4a. per case. T war somewlhat disturbed
when I learned of the position of the Queens-
land State cannery, but there are other can-
neries there, and it is hoped that even the
State cannery will pay better during the
coming season. However, it iz a faet that
doring the last three vears it has lost a total
of £70,000. Still, I do not desire to stress
that point. T hope our Government will
take ateps to introduce and pass similar
legislation for the henefit of our fruit in-
dustry, subject, nevertheless, to the question
being first referred to the growers, in which
wark I would do my part. T hope the Min-
ister for Agriculture, when he addresses the
House, will give members a statement of
the Government’s intentions in this matter.
T know that many of the growers are look-
ing for such legislation, which, I understand,
was promiged them during the general alec-
tion. With the member for Murchisen (Mr.
Marshall) and other goldfields representa-
tives, including the member for Mount
Margaret (Mr. Taylor), T hope that the
gold-mining industry will revive, We all
know that the late Goevernment did encour-
aze that industry. and in a very praetical
way. T trust that sueh encouragement will
continue and ineresse under the present Ad-
ministration. T trust alse that our wheat
districts will rontinne to advanee, and that
the living morument which the Iate Premier
erccted to himself in the form of the great
wheat helt will find a renlica in the group
settlement scheme in the South-West,

On motion hy Mr. Chesson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjiowrned af 10.85 p.m.



